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«CUM rerum a/Cnur1sTo geſtarum 
: 4 nulla ſuperſit hiſtoria ſide digna, 
« præter eas quæ a ſanctiſſimis viris, qui 
2 5 Evangeliſtz dicuntur, conſcripte ſunt ; 
t maximi eſt momenti certo ſcire a quibus, 
& quo confilio ſcriptæ ſint, tum etiam quo 
cc 72 in lucem ſint editæ; ne fides, 
nam iis habemus, temeraria credulitas 
=, exiſtimari queat,. aut levibus objectiun- 
ce culis poſſe labefactari. 
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ULD we truly diſcover at what 
time, for whoſe uſe, and on what 
occaſion, the Goſpels were reſpec- 
tively written, we ſhould doubtleſs be able, 
not only to underſtand them more perfect- 
ly, but alſo to read them with more pro- 
fit, than we have the happineſs at preſent 
to pretend to. For ſuch a Diſcovery, as 
it would throw light on the difficult paſſa- 
ges, and help us to reconcile the ſeeming 
contradictions, which obſtruct our pro- 
greſs in theſe facred ſtudies; ſo would it 


impart an additional luſtre, force, and pro- 


priety to the ſeveral arguments, which the 
Scripture offers for the confirmation and 
improvement of our Faith. 2 


Bur if this Diſcovery, once attained, 
would prove of ſuch infinite uſe and conſe- 


quence, then ſurely an Eſfay which is made. 
| © towards 
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iv nl. 
towards it may hope to meet with a candid 
reception, though it ſhould not ſucceed i in 


"Ay reſpect. 

Tur following I ON if they can 
| plead no other merit, may yet at leaſt lay 
claim to this—that they were formed with 
a good deſign, and conducted with the ut- 
moſt impartiality, For the Author, hav- 
ing no hypotheſis to ſerve, nor any other 
end in yiew but the inveſtigation of truth, 
fuffered himſelf to be carried along as the 
tide of evidence bore him. | 


by 


i” bs the courſe of his enquiry, "Sa follow- 
ed chiefly the light of | Scripture ; and 
where that failed, betook himſelf to the 
primitive Writers for farther inſtruction. 
But as theſe Waiters differ widely in their 
accounts, he has only ſo far adopted their 
opinions, as they appear conformable to the 
ſacred hiſtory, and conſiſtent with each 

other and even the teſtimonies alledged 
are generally to be looked upon as no more 
than collateral proofs of what had been de- 
duced before from the n ſtructure of 


* 
5 TuIs 
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Tunis is the method in which he thought 
proper to conduct his enquiry. The re- 
ſult of it he now humbly ſubmits to the 
judgment of the learned; who, as they 
are alone able to pronounce on its merits, 


will be the moſt ready to pardon its de- 
fects. 


ar Author may appear perhaps ſin- 
gular in his opinions; but he deſires no 
_ indulgence to any ſingularities that are 
wrong. If he differs in ſome points from 
thoſe who haye written before him, it is 
not, he preſumes, altogether without rea- 
ſon. 


"of he bas affixed | to ſome of the Goſpels, 
and particularly to St. MaTTHEW's, an 
earlier date than others have done, it was 
becauſe the peculiarities of this Goſpel, 
in ag with the circumſtances of 
the Jeuiſb Church, evigently wih 1 
— a period. rate 


F it DB 12 


Ir he has diſplaced E common order 
of the Goſpels, it wWas becauſe" die found 
4 8 that 


: 


M p R E F A C E. 
that order incompatible with their internal 
character, and contrary to the ſentiment of 
FR” antiquity. 


Is he aſſerts, that the later Evangeliſts 
. peruſed and tranſcribed the Writings of the 
former, it is upon no other account; but 
that he was forced to do it by the evidence 
of fact. And if he ſeems thereby to have 
| deprived Religion of an argument which 
it did not want, he has the ſatisfaction to 
think, that he has ſupplied it with another, 
by that very means, of which it really ſtood 


5 ner. 


Ir the plan here exhibited be juſt in the 
main—if it be right even with reſpect to 
the Perſons for whoſe uſe the Goſpels were 
more immediately written then there is 
a new field of Criticiſm opened, where 
the learned may uſefully employ their abi- 
| lities, in comparing the ſeveral Goſpels to- 
gether, and raiſing obſervations from that 
comparative View. Some few ſpecimens 
of this fort, the Reader will find inſerted 


18111 
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in the Notes. More could not conveniently 
be added, though they ſprung up thick in 
the Author's way. This ſuperſtructure he 
leaves to others andto future time: his pre- 
ſentconcern 1s for the goodneſs of the foun- 
dation, which he intreats the public to exa- 
mine with care, and to judge of with can- 
dour and impartiality. Whatever is defec- 
tive in it, he heartily wiſhes to ſee ſuppli- 
ed; and whatever is exceptionable, cor- 
rected. The whole aim of his reſearches is 
the acquiſition of Truth, to which he is 
ready to ſacrifice any of the fore- mentioned 
opinions, whenever they are proved to be 


falſe. 
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Page 8. Note () J. 4. for about r. before 
| 13. J. 1. inſert the before many 
. | JI. 4. foronar. ona | 
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OBSERVATIONS | 
ON We 4p xt 


JF we think fit to enquire — by wHom 
"« the | Goſpels were originally com- 
« poſed” — we ſhall find them aſcribed by 
all the eccleſiaſtical writers of antiquity to 
the four perſons, whoſe names they bear. 
In this article the ſeveral authors perfectly 
agree; and therefore may be depended up- 
on with ſafety. But if we enquire further 
« at what particular time or year, either of 
«theſe Goſpels was penned or publiſhed” — 
the accounts they have left us on this head 
are evidently too vague, confuſed, and diſ- 
cordant, to lead us to any ſolid or certain 
determination. Diſcordant, however, as 
* ig theſe 
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to che Reader's view. And 


tan best . . e . 


2 OsszRVATTous on Seat. I. 


theſe accounts are, it may not be i improper 
to collect them together, and preſent them 


140 
I. Wir regard to St. MaTTuew, 


 EvseB1vs intimates [a], and TurorRN- 


LACT affirms [4], that he wrote his Goſpel 


about eight years after-gur Saviour's aſcen- 
ſion ; 22285 is, moped yy * NE our Lord 


"—_—_ 885 


OTHERS s J date the publication of of it 
about ſeven years later, viz. A. D. xLvIII. 


N 
(AND Izzxavs 141 ig it aa low — 


yas * years, namely, to the year LxII. 


For ſo late it muſt be, before the Apoſtles, 
St, PETER and St. Pau Ly IAIN the 


. * 
4 . 1 


[01 Mar bare mo L To EvaſyiAior = dere tre . 78 


Xprs analnfeu;, Mar run us ſcripft Evangelium poſt % an- 
wes afiumpri in cada; CukisTI. Prafi Com. in Marr. 


__[c}Nrenzznor. Hiſt Eccl, lib. ii. c. 45+ Chron. Alexand. 


2 Hiſt, Lit. i in Marrxxo. 


(4 MaTTh avs — 9 edidic Evangela, cum Pa 
raus & Paulus Rome evangelizarent, & fundarent eccleſiam. 


| Contra Here. lib. ii. c. 1. 2 Hiſt, Eccl, lib. v. c. 8. 
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Goſpel together (if indeed they ever did 
Irn ie Goſpel together) at Rome [4]. 


II. WIr H regard to St. Mank, 
Sax ſame Author relates [/], that he 
committed his Goſpel to writing ſome time 
after the departure of the fore- mentioned 
Apoſtles: : which, if he means their de- 
parture from Rome, might be about the 
year Lx1v ; but if he means their depart- 
ute out of this world, i. e. their deceaſe, 


then it could not be earlier than the cloſe 
_ the year XII. 


[4] 80 Pav arri yed at Nome in the year i xi, and conti- 
nued e years A priſoner there. It is a queſlion whether we 
are to refer the publication of St. MaTTHEw's Goſpel to the 
beginning or the end of this period. Mir L inclines to the ff, 

and ſuppoſes it to be publiſhed in 1x1 (Proleg. N. 61-64), 
We have taken the medium, LXII. But Dr. Lan DbeER 
thinks, that In EN us ſpeals of the /econd time that St. Pa ui. 
was at Rome; and thence concludes that St. Marrutw writ 
his Goſpel in the year LIV. Supplement to Credibility, wet 
, Chap. 5. 

[/] Poſt horum exceſſum, (Grzce 75%) Max cus diſci- 
pulus & interpres Pri, & ipſe quæ a Pxrao annunciata 
erant, per ſcripta nobis tradidit. IX EN. ubi ſupra. Vide etiam 


ATHANAs, ad fin. Synopſ. S. Script. et HizRonyM, Catal, 
ys Ecel. voce Marc. 


B 2 Bur 


4 4 OnsxRvATIONS on Sect. q. 


Bo x. THEOPHYLACT [gland EuTHy- 
M1vUs [4] both aſſert, that the Goſpel of 
St. Mark was written about ren years af- 
ter our Lord's aſcenſion, namely, in the 
year XL111 3 — Which is agreeable to the 
date affixed to the end of it in ſome Greek 
wh eee LI. 

II. Wirn . * St, ogy 2 
Izxaus informs us [II, that he digeſted 
into writing what St. Paul had preached 
among the Gentiles; intimating thereby, 
that it was after that Apoſtle had diſpatch- 
ed a confiderable part of his miniſtry :—nay, 
he had diſpatched indeed the far greater 
part of it, before St. Luxe engaged in this 
Work, if our author's account be true. For, 
conſidering he ranks him hen 2 Maxx, 


cal n DO eee e700 - 
ee eee Tren. Evangelium ſec. Mancuu poft decem 
_ eee eee cy Præf. Com. in 
Wane. | . 

(e] See his teſtimony produced at large in Lanvanky 17. 
plement be. vol. I. chap. vii. p. 179. 

© [5] vide Mitt. & WarsrER. ad finem Marci. 


Lues autem ſectator Pa ui i, quod ab illo prædicaba- 
r Evangelium, in libro condidit. Contra Here), ubi ſupra. 


\ 
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it is evident he thought him to be a later 
writer; and conſequently, that his Goſpel 
could not be publiſhed ſooner than the 
year Lxv—when the Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles had well nigh finiſhed his courſe. * 

Bor TazoPHYLACT ſays expreſsly [/}, 
that St. Luxe wrote his Goſpel within 
fifteen years after the aſcenſion of CHRIST; 
that is, about the year of our Lord x1v111; 
which is the time ſpecified in ſome Gree# 
manuſcripts [n]. 


I. Wirn reſpect to St. Joux, 
THEOPHYLACT aſſures us [], that he 
penned his Goſpel thirty-two years after 


[7] T3 Evaſyiae wire axon axpliin;, ©; w) avro 20 m2oo!- 
u autre ip@ain, pre milixaitixa d iry The Tv Xg578 arann- | 
Jaws ovnyegale. Evangelium cum omni diligentia conſeripfit, id 
quod H proarmium ejus declarat, poſl aſſumptum in calos ChRI- 

"8TUM anno quinto decimo. Argument. in Evangel; ſec. Lucan. 
Eurnruius affirms'the ſanie. Lazpxer' Min <a &c. vol. 
I. chap. viii. p. 225. 

[n] Vid. Mir L. & WeTsTex. ad fin. Luc. 

)* 0 (Ed aſyi xo ovmiy;aly, & Harps 1h vow Keno 
Arif, pure wp bol Joo try Tis TY Xp1rs araniiliuc 
Quad (ſc. Evangelium) & ex in Patmo infula conſeripit poft 

 triginta duos annos aſſumpti in carl CurisT1. Pref, Com. in 
Joan. 


B 3 our 


6 OnsrrvATIONs on Sen. I. 


our. Lord's arankon j Vie. in the year 
XV. Wein 1x5; 

Nicxrnonus "x le] that he wrote it 
_ years later; namely, in the year LXIX. 
Bux others afficm{p] that he compoſed | 

it in his a age, and near the concluſion 
of the firſt, century; that is, about the year 
an Lord xcNIII. 

 FRoM theſe accounts, Gelivatyd down 
10 us by the ancient Fathers, the only in- 

ference we can draw with certainty i 18, 
that, of all the Evangeliſts, St. Mar- 
rw, in their opinion [9], wrote firſt ; 

St. Mark, next; then St. Loxr; and 
laſt of all St. Jonx: though perhaps the 
2 themſelves, carefully examined, 


be Cal. ed pure) x 
Chat dates cas Racks hens quien Mets wed 
e d dien ,, JOANNES autem, gui prixs fine ſcripto ver- 
bun depreedicaſet, peſt triginta fox a Chaid-;⁵ͥ aſcenfione anno, 

CO I ee eee de Fung Bec. 
lib. ü. c. 45. 8 
+60 Iaxx. conera Haveſ: lib, 5, c. I..& 3. ny Th 

1 9 Hissonvu. Cat. Page ke. Pn: r 

Narr n. 181. ed. Kusrek. F 5 


. {gl Eves. Hit. Beek ib, v.25. , 
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may afford us reaſon to doubt the exactneſs 
of this order. 

W1TH regard to the Times, in which 
the Goſpels are faid to have been publiſh- 
ed, and which differ ſo widely from each 
other, it may be ſufficient to obſerve at 
preſent, that the circumſtances of things, 
and the zeceffities of the Church, ſeem to 
plead in fayour of the earlieſt, rather than 
of the lateſt dates. For we can hardly 
- ſuppoſe, that the Church ſhould be left, for 
ſo many years as theſe dates imply, with- 
out any authentic account in writing of 
facts ſo highly important not only to its 
edification, but alſo to its very being [r]. 
And if we may depend on the teſtimony of 
EvsxB1vus, we find in reality it was not. 
For he expreſsly aſſures us ii, on the credit 
of antiquity, that St. Jonn, at the requeſt of 
the faithful, peruſed and ratified the three 
firſt Goſpels; and afterwards added his own, 
as a proper Supplement to them, Whence it 
| is evident, that thoſe Goſpels muſt not only 


60 Vide Cuentci Py tertiam Harmon, Evangel. 
ſubj unctam. | 


J Hift, Eccl, lib. li. c. 24. 
Ra B 4 have 


8 On82RvATIONS on Sect. II. 


have been / publiſhed, but alſo received and 
acknowledged by the world, long before 
| oy of _ 1 NY 5 


__ 945 N +44 8 E C T. II. 


ALL that has been hitherto advanced, 
we have taken on the authority of the an- 
_ cient Fathers; and they, tis to be feared, 
took it upon truſt. The oldeſt of them 
collected the reports of their own times, 
and ſet them down for certain truths ; and 
thoſe who followed, adopted their accounts, 
with implicit reverence, Thus, traditions | 
of every ſort, true or falſe, paſſed on from 
hand to hand without examination, until 
it was almoſt too late to examine them to 
may purpoſe. . 
© THERE being, then, but little depend- 
ance to be laid on theſe external proofs, let 


Iss This is further confirmed by the frequent 'allaffors to 
theſe Goſpels, and the many quotations from them, which are 
to be found in the apoftolical Fathers, Baxnanas, CLZU ENT, 
and HermMas;- who are all ſuppoſed to have written about the 


end of the firſt century. See ade 5 * &C. 
* * Book i. ch. 1—4. 


- 
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us now ſee whether any thing can be in- 
ferred from the internal conſtruction of the 
Goſpels themſelves, either far or againſt 
the preceding articles. 
Wurm the t Evangeliſt had penned 
his Goſpel, it is natural to conclude that it 
was ſoon publiſhed and diſperſed abroad 
among the various aſſemblies of Chriſtians; 
who would be eager to obtain a true and 
genuine account of the words and actions 
_ of the Founder of their Religion, that is, 
of thoſe things, in which they had been 
inſtructed ; and upon which their faith was 
founded. 

Hence then we may further conclude, 
chat the ſecond Evangeliſt was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the writings of the ft: and 
that the fhHird, when he wrote, peruſed the 
Goſpels of the other two; which he might 
apply, in part, to his own uſe, making what 
additions he thought proper. This we of- 
fer at preſent only by way of ſuppoſition : 
| hereafter it may appear to have been real 
fact. | F 
Bur to clear our way to the proof of 
this fact, it will be neceſſary to determine, 
| among 


fo Oprtrvarions or 868; II. 


among other things, which of theſe ſacred 
Hiſtorians is in reality to be accounted the 
Ant; which the ſecond; and which the 
third: for much depends upon this queſtion. 

» Wren the Apoſtles, after their Maſter's 
"ett, hegan to open and diſcharge their 
commiſſion ; it is well known, that, appre- 
hending the Genzzles to have no concern in 
the Cbriſtian Covenant, they preached the 
| Goſpel to the Fews only [a]. Under this 
Miſtaken apprehenſion, they continued at 
leaſt for the ſpace of ſeven years 3 and con- 
ſequently, during that time, confined their 
labours altogether to the limits of the Holy 
Land [x]. Nay, they confined them in ge- 
neral to a much nene, Sax tea _ 


0 Aba 19, * | 
II Dr. Cave 7 o the Ap. =, St. Pex, TH p. 44. 
 *contludes from a paſſage in CLEMENS Aux. Strom. lib. vi, 
that the Apoſtles preached to none but the Jeton in and about 
 Fudea, for muebce years after our Saviour's aſcenſion — and 
that in conſequence of his ſpecial command. The paſlage re: 
' ferred to is this—'Eay 2 8 Thc Duda rd lepa pllaronoaty x. T. A, 
"If any Jew Hall repent, and belicde the Goſpel, be ſhall be par- 
doned; but after twelve years go ye into all the world, that none 


: 2p Flex d pretend they bawe net heard. vid, Gran. Spicileg. Pair. 


Mc. i. p. 67. Arol loxivs relates auliton to the fame pu 
poſe. Fus. Hiſt. Eckl. lib. vc. 18. 
: they 
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they ſeem to he all this while intirely taken 
up in forming and ſettling the Church at 
Feriſalem [y]; which, conſidering the 
weight of oppoſing difficulties, required 
indeed the conſtant cxoreon of their joint 
labours, 182 
FzoM thence they went out occaſional - 
1y, one or more as it was thought requiſite, 
to confirm the Churches that were planted 
by otbers in various parts of the country. 
For the Churches eſtabliſhed at a diſtance 
from Ferafalem, in the ſeveral diſtricts of 
the Holy Land and the countries adjoining, 
were ofiginally founded, not by the Apg/tes, 
but by thoſe inſpired Chriſtian Converts, 
who wete diſperſed abroad on account of 
the perſecution carried on by SauL [] 
under the direction of the Sanbedrim. Theſe 
by ſopernatural inſſuence, and aided by ex- 


in wag of infite conſenence, that a Chitin Chuck 
ſhould be eſtabliſhed at 7er/alem the place where Chriſtianity /- 
was firſt preached ; otherwiſe the Goſpel would have been im- 
 mediately rejected in more di ant places, as a mere forgery — | 
unable to-maintain its ground among thoſe perſons, * 
beſt qualified to judge of its merits. 
IL] Acts viü. 4 — 13. 40. 


* 


. 0 , 
traordinary 
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traordinary powers. But whatever their 
powers and abilities were, yet the doctrines 
they preached ſeem ſtill to have wanted 
the concurring aid of apaſtolical teſtimony 
to advance them into Goſpel-Truths. Such 
a teſtimony therefore they obtained.” For 
| two of the Apoſtles are expreſsly ſaid to 
have borne witneſs to the truth of what had 
been preached in the region of Samaria [a]: 
nor is there any room to doubt, but that 
others of them did the fame in other places. 
Bor nevertheleſs, all that the Apoſtles 
eicher preached or confirmed, in theſe ſhort 
excurſions, could only be the general Heads 
of Qhriſtianity; and not that perfect Syſtem 
of Religion, which their Maſter had deli- 
vered to them. Such compleat inſtruction 
they could not ĩmpart in ſo ſhort- a time: 
and if they had, how liable would it have 
been? as it depended upon memory, to be 
ſoon forgotten | | To guard | therefore againſt 


© fa] Als viii. 14, &c.* Now when the Apoſtles, which were 
«at Jeryſalem, heard that Samaria had received the word of 
« Gov, they ſent unto them PeTen and Joun” &. And 
 « they} when they had rgfifed and preached the Word of the 
Lon p, returned to Jeru/alem, and preached the e 
| * pany 3 25. ch 
N e 


» LG. 
* 
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many inconveniences which inevitably at- 
tend oral Tradition, and to fix theſe Charches 
o na ſtable footing, it was evidently neceſ- 
ſary, that ſome one or other of the Apoſtles 
ſhould deliver to them a written narrative 
of their Maſter's life and doctrine; which 
might remain with them as an infallible 
ſtandard of what _ were to believe and 
1 ss ) 
As the Yewih-Comverts' in Fudea ſtood in 
need of ſuch an account, ſo we find that 
they were accordingly ſupplied with it, For 
it is the unanimous opinion of antiquity, 
« that St. MaTTHew wrote his Goſpel 

« for the ſervice of the Jews in Paleſtine [5]; 
« with a view to confirm thoſe who be- 
« lieved, and to convert, if poſſible, thoſe 
« who believed not.” The ſtructure and 
genius of his Goſpel countenance and ay 


[5] *Or: wga7or N yiyeanlas 1 N an WIPED vrrgor MN 
Artbreber Ives Xpirs, Maran, iniifurira airs toi; N late 
n . . 1. N. Primum. ſcilicet Evangelium ſeriptum efſ6 6 
Marraæo, prius guidem Publicano, poſtea vero Apoſtolo Ixau 
Cui rl, gui illud, Hebraico ſermone conſcriptum, Tudegis ad G 
dem converſis publicavit. Ox iN. apud Evsss. Hiſt. Eccl. 
lib. vi. c. 25. Vide etiam His Com. in MaTTy. 
Prom. & Tyzorntr Lact, Prom. Com. in Mar rn. 
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roborute this opinion. For he begins with 
the genealogy of CnhRISTH from ABRA< 
HAM [e- refers often to Ji cuſtoms 
relates the moſt of our Saviour s diſcoutſes 


againſt Feuiſb errours and ſuperſtitionsſ a 
quotes the greateſt number of paſſages from 
the Feu Scriptures anſwers the moſt 

' conſiderable Few objections — and fre- 


- _ quently makes uſe of the terms and er 
A u N we N 2 


Tz 
© St. 1 in e with the 1505 ee 


| recotds the genealogy of 'Caz13y according to his legal de- 


ſcent and brings it down from Azz AMAu, through Davy, 
w ber bis title to the kingdom of e W ne 
Hom. I. in Marra. | 


F fa} Ch. Wii. 1. 33; Here " Wartens 8 A 


me Jews perſonally,gnd reproves their ſuperſtitions, as our 
Saviour did, with a view. to correct them. And St. Luxe, 


who had to do with foreign Jews, follows the ſame method, 
Ai, 42—52. But St. Manx, xii. 38—0. viii. 15. vii. 5—7. 


| Tpeaks oy of the Fews, and their various ſuperſtitions ; and 
' ſeems to do it with a view to di/fin guiſb them from the Chriſtians, 


who werr commonly, tho? unjuſtly, looked upon as a ſect of 


me Jews, and comprehended under that denomination in the 
imperial edits By ſhewing in this manner that the Chriſtians 


condemned all ui ſuperſtitions and factious tenets, St. 


Manx might hope to procure for them ay rg me 
went from the 3 | 


TAGS Mc; | THESE 


Tuns marks of its being primarily in- 
tended. for, the benefit of the Jeus el. 
ſtand, as it were, on the ſurface of his Goſ- 
pel; and are obvious to every Reader, that 


is tolerably acquainted with the original. 


But, if we look a little deeper, we ſhall 


find that it abounds with other characters, 


ſtrongly expreſſive of the ſame deſign. To 
introduce you to the knowledge of theſe 
characters, it will be neceſſary to obſerve, 
THAT, IN PENNING THEIR GOSPELS, 
THE SACRED HISTORIANS HAD A CON= 
ST ANT REGARD | f], AS WELL TO THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES OF. THE PERSONS,.FOR 
WHOSE USE THEY WROTE; AS TO TRR 
SEVERAL PARTICULARS OF. CHRIST'S 
LIFES WHICH THEY WERE THEN WRIT= 


le] Among other inſtructions delivered by our Saviour to 
his Apoſtles, St. MaTTHEw records the following Go not 
« into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Sama- 
« ritans enter ye not.” ch. x. 5. Whether 2his be any proof 
or intimation that he wrote his Goſpel for the ſake of the Jerrs, 
and before the converſion of the Gentiles, let others determine. 
No ſuch words however are to be found either i in St, Mazs's 
or St. Luxz's Goſpel, 


* ] Vide, WarsrEx. de hence Nov. Teſt. Regul, he's 
tom. ii, p. 87 $882, 


196 


4 
A 
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m EJ. It was Tufs that regulated the 
ebnduct of their narration - that frequently 
determined them in their choice of mate- 
fials—and, when they had choſen, induced 
them either to contract or enlarge, as they 
judged expedient. In ſhort, it was T s 
that modfred their Hiſtories, and . an 
their different bolburings. 271 | 
n Now, if the Golpels' were thus SR 
Jed, as 1 apprehend they were, to the ſtate; 
 . temper, and diſpoſition of the times, in 
which they were written; then are we fur⸗ 
niſhed with certain CRITERIA, by which 
dye may judge of their reſpective dates. 
55 "thoſe times, whole tranſactions accord 
the turn of the diſcourſes related in 
Us Gofpel- Hiſtories, are, in all probability; 
the very times when the GosPELs were 
Written. e e 
Ir we . st. Marrzazw's to this 


tf and examine it by the foregoing prin- 


F (tree Erargelifts had regarded only the particulars of 
| DW Life, they would doubtleſs have mentioned as many 
as they could of his Diſcourſes and Miracles. But, notwith- 
ſtanding they had ſuch a variety of materials to make a choice 


from; yet the three firſt of them chiefly inſiſt on the very ſame 


ciple, 
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ciple, it will manifeſtly appear to have been 
penned at a time, when the Church was 
labouring under a heavy perſecution. For 
it contains many obvious references to ſuch 
a ſtate; and many dexterous applications 
both to the injurious, and to the n 
Party. 
As to the injured and cerfrciied; Chrift- 
zans, the Evangeliſt informs them — that 
their afflictions were no more than they 
had been taught to expect, and had pro- 
miſed to bear when they embraced the 
Goſpel [5] — that, however unreaſonable 
their ſufferings might be, conſidered as the 
effects of the malice of their enemies, they 
were yet uſeful and profitable to them- 
ſelves, conſidered. as trials of their faith and 
fidelity [7'—that, though they were griev- 
ous to be borne at preſent, yet they operat- 
ed powerfully to their future joy [4] that 
a puſillanimous deſertion of the Faith would 
be ſo far from bettering their ſtate and con- 
dition, that it would infallibly expoſe them 
to greater calamities, and cut gn N N 
[4] Ch. x, 21, 22. 3436. ch. xvi, 24. 


[i] Ch. v. 11. ch. xxiv. g=13. 
12 Ch. v. 4. 10-12, 
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the hopes of Heaven [/] — that they were N 


not, however, forbidden to uſe the lawful 
means of preſervation but even enjoined 
to put them in practice, whenever they 
could do it with innocence Du] — that the 
due obſervance of the Chriſtian precepts 
Was an excellent method to appeaſe the 
wrath and fury of their enemies, and what 


therefore they were obliged, in point of | 


prudence as well as duty, carefully to mind 
' and attend to [a] — that, if it ſhould be 
-— their fate to ſuffer martytdom at laſt for 
their Religion, it was infinitely better to 
continue faithful to their important truſt, 
than by any baſe compliance to incur 551 
| diſpleaſure, in whoſe hands are the iſſues 
not only of 51s life, Bur alſo of that which 
Is to come [o]. | 
On the other and again, to calm the 
| paſſions of the enraged Fes, and win them 
vyer to the profeſſion of the Goſpel, he la- 
bours to ſoften and ute © Wer" F 


e eee : 
1 c 88, 33, 33, rim 1232207 433 
L Cb. x. 16, 17,23. 
LI Ch. v. 30. vil. 12, 42 ch. v. 1326. RA 
le] Eb. xvi. 25—27. ch. x. 28. doh 


4 : , : 7 TY 
n - 
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and to engage them in the practice of 
meekneſs and charity [y]. To this end, he 


lays before them the dignity and amiable- 


neſs of a compaſſionate, benevolent diſpo- 
ſition [q];—the natural good conſequences 
that are annexed to it here; and the di- 
ſtinguiſhed regard, which the Almighty 
himſelf will pay to it hereafter [J. Then 
he reminds them of the repeated puniſh- 


p ments, which Gop had inflicted on their 


fore-fathers for their cruel and barbarous 
treatment of his Prophets, and aſſures them 
that a ſtill more accumulated vengeance 
was reſerved for themſelves, if they obſti- 
nately perſiſted in the ways of cruelty [s]: 
For God, though patient and long-ſuffer- 
ing, was ſure at laſt to vindicate his ele, 


and to puniſh their oppreſſors, unleſs they 


repented, believed, and reformed, with the 
dreadful rigour of a general deſtruction []. 


Le] Ch. ix. 13. 

21 Ch. v. 43—48. ch. xvii. 23-35. and is particularly 
illuftrated in all our Saviour's Miracles. 

[+] Ch. v. 5, 7, 9. ch. x. 40—42. ch. xviii. 23-35. ch. 
v. 21—26. ch. xxv. 31—46. | 

{s) Ch, xxiii. 27—39. ch. x. 14, 15. 

L Ch. xxiv. 2, &c. 
"C 2 THESE 
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THEse and ſuch like arguments St. 
MaTTHEw has inſerted in the body of 
his Goſpel, by way of comfort to the af- 
flicted Chriſtians, and as a warning to thoſe 
who oppreſſed and injured them. But 
theſe arguments evidently refer to a ſtate 
of diſtreſs and perſecution : And therefore 
the Church muſt be ſuppoſed to labour 
under ſuch a ſtate when the Evangeliſt ad- 
vanced and urged them. Now the greateſt 

perſecution eyer raiſed againſt the Church, 
while it conſiſted only of Fewyh Converts, 
was that, which was firſt begun by the 
Sun bedrim, and afterwards continued and 
conducted by Saul with implacable rage 
and fury 141. During theſe ſeverities, 
which laſted in the whole about fx [x] 
vyears, the members of the Chriſtian Church 
ſtood in need of all the ſupport, comfort, 


[e] Evsxmvs calls it . the firſt and moſt grievous perſecu- 
tion.“ Hiſt. Eecl. lib, ii. c. 1. A Acts 
viii, I. 

[x] Namely till the third of CLI A, A. D. xxxix. or xi. 
when the Jeu were too much alarmed about their own affairs 
to give any further diſturbance to the Chriſtians. See Lax p- 
KER s Credibil. vol. I. B. I. C. ii. & 12, © Then had the 

4 Churches reſt,” &c. Acts ix. 31. | 


and 
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and aſſiſtance, that could poſſibly be admi- 
niſtered to them. But what comfort could 
they poſſibly receive, in their diſtreſſed ſi- 
tuation, comparable to that, which reſult- 
ed from the example of their ſuffering 
Maſter, and the promiſes he had made to 
his faithful followers? This example 
therefore, and theſe promiſes, St. Mar- 
THE ſeaſonably laid before them, for 
their imitation and encouragement. For 
NOW towards the cloſe of this dangerous 
period it is moſt likely that he wrote his 
Goſpel; and delivered it to them, as the 
anchor of their hope, to keep them ſted- 
faſt in this violent tempeſt. 

Tuis opinion is not only conformable 
to the circumſtances of the time, and the 
tenor of the Goſpel, but is alſo ſupported 
by ancient teſtimony. For Cos As of 
Alexandria, who wrote in the beginning of 
the /xth century, informs us [y], that a 
perſecution being raiſed on the death of 
STEPHEN, Which obliged St. MaTTHEW 
to depart from Judea, the Believers entreat- 


[] CosMm Topographia Chriſtiana, lib. v. p. 245. Ap. 
B. MoxTr ave, Nov. Collect. PP. tom. ii, Paris, 1706, 
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ed him to leave with them a written in- 
ſtruction for the regulation of their lives ;— 


with which requeſt he complied, and com- 


poſed his Goſpel. 
Tus Author of the Imper feet Work on 


St. MaTTauzw, formerly ſuppoſed to be 
St. CHRYSOSTOM, ſeems to intimate the 


fame thing [2]. 
 FRoM hence it appears to have been a 


common notion, that St. nn wrote 


bo 


his Goſpel before the end of that firſt per- 
ſecution, which raged in Paleftine after the 
death of the Martyr 8TEPHEN. He muſt 


therefore have written early. And if he 


wrote fo early as the year xxxv111, the 
 econd of CAL1GuLA, and the , from 
our Saviour's aſcenſion, then it is eaſy to 
ſee” why he did not continue his Hiſtory 


beyond that memorable event. Nor is it 


leſs evident, why he affixed no marks or 
dates to any of the tranfactions he has re- 


: corded. They were then recent, and too 
well known to ſtand in need of ſuch ſpe- 


cification. 
[x] Vide Eruditi Commentar. in Evang. MaTTa#1, in- 


 eento Authore, Pro/ogum, inter Opers Cliazaopy ed. Cotꝑ- 


melin. 
S EC. 
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SE CT. III. 


WHEN the partition-wall was broken 
| down, and the Gentiles had admittance in- 
to the Chriſtian Church; as they were 
anxious to ſhare in the privileges of the 
Goſpel, ſo were they eager to learn the ſe- 
veral particulars of the Mtss1an's life, 
through whom thoſe privileges were con- 
veyed to them. But, having no opportu- 
nity of knowing CuRISST perſonally, all 
they could learn of him and his actions, 
mult neceſſarily be derived from the ſcat- 
tered informations of others. And though 
we ſhould ſuppoſe, that they purſued their 
enquiries with care and diligence ; ; yet they 
would be able at laſt, after all their pains, 
to gain but a ſlight and imperfect account 
of the things which had been tranſacted 
by him. To Chriftians however, that is, 
to themſelves now in their converted ſtate, 
the knowledge of theſe things was of the 
utmoſt importance. But then, how was 
ſuch knowledge to be obtained ? Hiſtorjes, 
compiled from 4roken accounts and imper- 
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felt Traditions, were not to be truſted to. 
One Hiſtory indeed, I mean St. MAr- 
THEW's [al, they might with ſafety de- 
pend * as far as it went. But that 
Hiſtory, being confeſſedly written for the 
fake of the Fews, and conſequently adapt- 
ed to their , peculiar circumſtances, muſt 
neceſſarily be. defective in ſeveral particu. 
lars, which nearly concerned the Gentiles. 
And therefore it ſeems to be highly expe- 
dient, that ſome inſpired apoſtolical perſon, 
ſufficiently acquainted with all the tranſ- 
aQions of our Saviour's life, ſhould deliver 
ſuch a regular and authentic account of 
them, as might ſatisfy the enquiries, and 
ſupply the wants of theſe Heathen Con- 
verts. | 

1 we are informed, that 
St. Luxe, a perſon in all reſpects quali- 
fied for the work, wrote his Goſpel with 
han defign ; and delivered. it to the Gentile 


eln ſhould ſeem by what Evsza1rus fays (Hiſt Ecel. * 
v. e. 10,) that authentic Copies of St. MaTTazw's Goſpel 
were carried by the Apoſtles into the ſeveral countries, where 
they went to preach at (heir __ OP about N 
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Chriſtians [4], that they might both ſee 
and be convinced of the truth of thoſe 
things, in which they had been inſtructed 
by their Teachers [c]. 

| WriTiNnG therefore to the Gentiles, 
who were far remote from the ſcene of 
action, and conſequently ignorant of Jew- 
iſh affairs, it was incumbent upon him, in 
order to accompliſh what he had in view, 
to trace the ſubject quite up to its ſource, 
and to proceed through the whole of our 
Saviour's miniſtry in a circumſtantial and 
methodical order. 

HENCE it is—that he begins his Hiſto- 
ry with the birth of Joan the Baptiſt [4], 
as introductory to that of CHRIST — that, 
in the courſe of it, he mentions ſeveral par- 
ticulars e] omitted by St. MaTTHEW — 
and that he is ſo careful in ſpecifying times 
and places [F J, together with other cir- 


(8] Tyireo EvalyiNr iow T0 x7 7 dera, To v9 Te Ilavay ina 
vader, rod d fs ib meromuera. Tertium Evangelium oft 
illud ſecundum Lucan, a PAULO laudatum, & in gratiam Gen- 
tilium cenſcriptum. Oz1c8x, Com. in Marr. tom. i. p. 203. 
ed. Hvuer. 

ſc] Luxs i. 3, 4. 
[4] Ch. i. 5, &c. 
| le] Ch ii. 1-6, &c, | 
[F] ch. üi. 1. 23, &c. | | 
SONY [ cumſtances 
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cumſtances of facts that were highly con- 
ducive to the information of ſtrangers; ; 
tho they needed not to be recited to the 
Jews, who could eaſily ſupply them from 
their own knowledge. Hence alſo it is 
that he: ſets before them the genealogy. 
of CunisT according to his 'natural de- 
ſcent [g] — and carries it up as high as 
Apa M, in order to ſhew that he was that 
geed of the Woman, who was promiſed 
for the Redemption of the whole World [5]. 

And by the like references to the ſtate of 
the Gentiles, it is eaſy to account for his 
. other peculiarities Li. | ; 


„ 

Ie] Theſe circumſtances, which an ingenious Harmenif 
thinks inexplicable on any other ſuppoſition than that of St. 
Lvx#'s being the Firf Writer, appear now, I preſume, very 
-  confiſtent with the notion of his being the Second — and writ- 

ing! for the inſtruction of the Gentiles. | | 

li! Tho? St. Luxx wrote his Goſpel for the uſe of the 8 
h Churches, yet we are to obſerve that thoſe Churches had 
any members of Fexui/b extraction; and therefore, in account- 

ing for his manner of writing, we muſt attend to the ſtate of 
thoſe believing Jews, as well as to that of the Gentile Converts. 


I.᷑t is for their fake — i. e. for the ſake of the Jews — that he 


has produced ſo many Prophecies from the Old Teſtament ; and 
repeated ſo many Arguments that had been ere before i in fi- 
der . * MATTHEW. 
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With regard to the general conſtruction 
of his Goſpel, it ſeems to be formed very 
nearly on the ſame plan with that of St, 
MATTHEW; as, indeed, the reaſon of 
things required it ſhould. For if the ſtate 


and condition of the Gentile Converts was 


.  fimilar to that of the Jewiſb, (and it is 


well known that the former ſuffered the 
ſame things from their own countrymen, 
as the latter did from the Fews [4]) then 
it was neceſſary that St. Luxx ſhould ad- 
juſt the points of his Hiſtory, as his Bro- 
ther-Eyangeliſt had done before, to the 
circumſtances of the perſons to whom he 
wrote; and ſo modify his general inſtruct- 
ions as to make them applicable to thoſe 
particular times. And we find, in fact, that 
he has ſo done. For he abounds in appli- 
cations ſyitable to their condition ; and di- 
res his arguments with great propriety 
both to the ſupport of the perſecuted 
Chriſtians [I J, and to the converſion of their 
obſtinate and malicious Adverſaries ( 


Ii) Tbeſſ. ii. 14. 
[7] Ch. vi. 20-23. xii. 4—12. 31, &c. xviii. 2830, 
[-m) Ch. vi. 2426. x. 12. xi. 1—5. xix. 41—44. 


of 
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of whom the Jews refiding in the ſeveral 
countries were ſtill the chief [u]. 
Bur as the rage and envy of the Fews 
ſprang now from another cauſe than that 
which had moved their indignation before, 
(for now they perſecuted the Gentiles be- 
- cauſe they laid claim to the privileges of 
the Goſpel [o]) ſo it was neceſſary, that the 
Evangeliſt ſhould attend to this particular 
point, and prove their claim to be juſt and 
valid. 


AGREEABL Y PUREE he elminds the 
Fews, — that, though they were formerly 
is choſen nation, and conſequently enti- 
d to his peculiar favours; yet Gop had 


[*] And henee it is that the ſcope and turn of St. Luxe's ar- 
guments are in many places fo very ſimilar to thoſe of St. Mar- 
THEW, Both Evangeliſts had fimilar deſigns. For if it was St. 
 MaTTuzw's intention, among other things, to convert, if 
poſſible, the unbelieving Jews who lived in Paleſtine ; or to 
abate at leaſt the fury and malice they bore to their Brethren 
who had embraced the Goſpel: So it was one part of St. 
Lvuxz's intention to convert, if poſſible, the unbelieving Jew 
who reſided in i ant Countries ; or to abate at leaſt the rage 
and violence, which they exerciſed towards the Gentiles, and 
thoſe of their own Perſuaſion, who had b:lieved. There being 
then ſuch an affinity in their deſigns, no wonder there is ſuch 
| eee he's 

ho Acts xvii. 5. 13. 

often 
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often directed his Prophets to confer thoſe 
bleſſings on Strangers and Heathens, of 
which, by their ingratitude, the Fews had 
rendered themſelves unworthy [ p] — that 
this was the caſe with regard to the Goſ- 
pel, which, being ungratefully rejected by 
them, was therefore preached to the more 
obedient Gentiles [q]— that the hatred and 
violence which they expreſſed on that ac- 
count was both unreaſonable and inhu- 
man [7] — that Gop, when he came to - 
vindicate his Elect, would ſeverely puniſh 
them for the injurious attempts they made 
on his people, and the aggravated provoca- 
tions they had offered to himſelf [5] and 
therefore that it behoved them to look to 
the conſequences, and ftrive to avert, by 
faith and penitence, the grievous judge- 
ments that were coming upon them [T]. 
Bur ſo prejudiced were the Fews againſt 
the Gentiles, and ſo averſe to their admiſ- 
ſion into the Chriſtian Church, that they 


[ p] Ch. iv. 25—27. 
I! Ch. xx. 9—16. 
DI Ch. xv. 11—32. ſee DopprIDGE on the place. 
[-] Ch. xviii. 7, 8. 
[Le] Chap. xiii. 1—5. xxi. 5, &c. | 
endea- 
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endeavoured to degrade the character of 
thoſe who aſſerted their claim, and queſ— 
tioned the authority by which it was ſu p- 


ported [u]- They affirmed, that our 8a- 


viour choſe no more than Twelve Apoſtles, 


to whom he committed the care of his Re- 
ligion—that they who undertook to preach 
to the Gentiles were conſequently but De- 


puties and inferior Miniſters ; the truth of 
whoſe doctrines entirely depended on the 


conformity. they bore to what the others 


taught — and therefore, that this grand, 


fundamental doctrine of St. Paur and 


his Adſociates muſt needs be falſe, ſince it 
wanted the ſeal of apoſtolical authority. 

To obviate theſe objections, St. Luxe 
informs them, that the Lord appointed 
Seventy others [x], beſides the Twelve, Who 
were particularly called Apoſtles, to convey 


the knowledge of his Religion to the world; 


and not only ſo, but inveſted them with 
the ſame authority—charged them with the 


ſame inſtructions and endowed them with 


lu] Acts xiii. 45 - 53. Am I not an Apoſtle ?“ ſays St. 
Paus (1 Cor. ix. 1.) to thoſe who queſtioned it ; ſee alſo Gat. 
i. and ii. and the Commentators thereon. | 


* a. 
N like 
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like power of working miracles in proof 
of their miſſion, as he had done to their 
brethren before: And conſequently that 
the Apoſtles were not the ſole commiſſion- 
ed Preachers of the Goſpel, tho' 5 were 
indeed the firſt and principal. 

AnD as to the Doc rRxIxꝑ itſelf, it was 
fo far, he aſſures them, from wanting the 
ſupport and evidence they ſuppoſed, that 
it ſtood on the higheſt and beſt- grounded 
authority. For CHRIS had plainly fore- 
told them [y] that his Church would be 
filled with the complying Gentiles, while 
themſelves, who rejected his Goſpel, ſhould 
judicially be rejected by him, and left to 
periſh in their ſins and impenitence : — 
and that all this was evident, not only 
from the account which himſelf now offer- 
ed to the world, but alſo from the Goſpel 
of St, MATTHEw [CZ J, who was known 


{ y} Ch. xiii. 28—30. ch. xiv. 16—24, 

ſz] MAaTTH. xxi. 43. ch. xii. 18, 21. ch. xxiv. 14; It is 
a great inſtance of the wiſdom of Providence, that St. Mar- 
THEW, who wrote ſo very early, ſhould give ſuch ſtrong inti- 
mations of the calling of the Gentiles ; otherwiſe it might 
have been thought a crafty ſcheme, invented by the Apoſtles, 
in revenge for the ill ſucceſs they met with among the Jews. 


to 


4 
[ 
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to be an Apoſtle, as well as an Evangeliſt: 

and whoſe Goſpel he had ſtrongly recom- 
mended to them — not by name indeed, 

but by a better, and more common me- 
thod — that of quoting and en his 

words [a]. 

- Ty this aſſertion ſhould be thought to 
and i in need of proof, as in the opinion of 
many I ſuppoſe it will, the following Col- 
_ lations may ſerve to confirm it, at the ſame 
time that they illuſtrate the e n r 
5 which it was ifitfod uced. 


TY EXAMPLE I. 
Mar rn. ii. 3. Luxx iii. 46. ; 
oer Hadi. & Ty ON Hadi. & ry 


rap "EToudra|e Thu tones Eroiparale rl 
kde Kupis, bias Tor d den Kvę/u, Cbelag ei- 


— | "FF... & — „ N » 
erer rag rue aur. dire rag TEACHG AUTH. 


Tata, 


_ [4] The Evangelifts often refer to paſſages in the Oli Tefa- 
' ont without naming the books in which they are to be found. 
And in like manner, ſeveral paſſages in the Cell are recom- 
pended wich « high degree, of reſpe by the {pore Fe 
nee 45 
IN 


” oft 
- 
67 
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Ix this inſtance, it is natural to expect 
that both the Evangeliſts ſhould. perfectly 
agree, ſince the whole is a quotation: from 
the Prophet Isaran [C]: But as this quo- 
tation differs a little from the Greek Yer fron 
hence it was taken, it is not improbable, 
that St. Luk E, in tranſcribing it, made the 
fame alteration that he obſerved St. Mar- 
HEW had done before — and then took 
in the remainder of the Prophecy to ſhew 
its accompliſhment in the admiſſion of the 
Gentiles into the Church of CuRIST. For 
it plainly appeared at the time he wrote, 
that-** all fleſh was to ſee the Salvation of 
Gop,” and to partake of its ineſtimable 
leflings. - 

Bur whatever objections may be made 
to this Example, the following, doubtleſs, 
comes n to the point. 


E X A MPLE u. 
Marr R. iii. 7— 10. LEE iii. 79. 
- ForuaBixdan, Tis Poviual widen, ti rie 
idage d Ovye Varedutw bh Soy 
d ννννν e e Bow N N ον αꝙονν, 5 
] Jas. = 
D owe 


R 
| MarTTaew. 

\ Thomoals d xagrov 
GF N pt)cvoias. | 


Kai je} Ndl. Meyer 


er tar, Tlajees £x0- 
tp T "Abggap. Nye, 


S outs, ir data?) 6 
Otog C T Aide rr 
| e! Tixya 18 5 Ace- 


Woes 7. pigay F did 


cura, av B de vga 


% 


wo woldy KATY xaxcv, 
Goveönft), gy eig w 
| Rap): 


(AND, again, 


VER. II, 12. 


E is avi, v- 


nde & 2 7 tis ler- 


' por [e]. 07) eie 4. 


deve. iagugeregss 


| CTTLING Ke 816 7 


dude 


4 


Onsmnvarrons on Sea. HI. 


-LuxkE. 
IToujoale &v vag 


ag ic Þ piſavoig” 


| Kat pp) dgycd M e 
Gy ing, Tlarieg xo 
"Abggap. Ni 
NP dumb, ors duda) 6 


Oeog C T Mb Ur 


| yaa: TY 75 Abeg- 
27 87 0 


n 5 N i ab 
geg Þ picav F dd 
xt7ra* Wav d divdpey 
u wou KapTey XAACN, 


* 


GP. 


Vew. 16, 17. 
Ey f 0s Banks 


exe) 6 i vęë- 


Tegos (48, s * tel IE 


1 St. Marrugw inſetts . 0 era v,EÆtw to rem ind the Jews 


\ of th neceſſity of Repentance : 
| "WH Avon for the Grin far the other Gol 


the Gentiles acknowledged it, 


ps 
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MATTHEW: 
pg is, & Ar tial lxa- 
vog Ta C οοEd Ga- 
Sara Auros vas Ba- 
lire oy u. ayin 

Ou m fd & Ty 
Netgl ddr, S Alæνν 
c N anavd and, % 
(orate & oinv aurs eig 
Thu Yb, t0 J - 
Xugov xt Daradbe t 


woGics. 


35 
LuKE. 

vis Mee T india F 

Camdnuaru a [d]. 

Aung yuas Banlion & 

fail. d yig & wog. 


Wo)! 7 % & Ty 
Xe wants, I Al,. 
ei T aAwic ans, % 
Cuba get T Tiny tig rd 
derdh ij elio cr, J d- 
Yveo Kdlaxauoen wth 
ai. 


„ Sr. Luxe, in deſcribing our Saviour's 
Temptations (iv. 1—17) had certainly his 
eye on St. Mar THE w's account of the 
fame tranſaction (iv. 1—11). For he fol- 
lows it in general very cloſe ; tho he found 
himſelf obliged to make ſome particular 


alterations in the order [e] and phraſeology 
of it. 
| THE 
(4) The variation here is owing to the different forms in 
* the Proverb was expreſſed among different nations. 
is may be applied to other articles. 
el St. MaTTHew recites the Temptations according to 
the order in which they were employed: And in this order, 


D 2 conſidering 


— , E or em — - — 
* 


ſome of the beſt MA, come nearer the parallel texts than they 
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Tur ſame may be ſaid of the Cure of 
the Leper, v. 12, &c. and various other ar- 
ticles, as appears by comparing the follow- 


ng paſſages, 


in St. Luxx, 0 with st. Marr 
F. 12—14. Ch. viii. 2— 4. 
n LN ix. 2.— 7. 
* a Fs þ 1— 5. | X11. : 1— 8. 
27728, 32 v. 44, 46. 
41, 42. vii. 3— 5. 
Vi. 6— 9. vii. 8—10.“ 
q Nig SHO 5 enag. 
viii. 5—10. Xili, 3—13. 
ix. 16, 17. xiv. T6214 
| (49.36; + 18— 20, own xvi. 13—16. 
911 10) auc. 21, 24—26, 28. 
O79 31 1 40s - xuvii. 16, 17. 


2 7 


pico the SG” temper of the Jews, they appear 10 
_ riſe progreſſively in ftrength one above another. On diferent 


perple they might operate with dferent powers: And therefore 
St. Luxx, to preſerve the c/imax with regard to the Gentiles, 


might judge it neceſlary to make the tranſpoſition we find he 
has, Vid, Wersrzx. in lo. 
The places marked with aſteriſks, if oy dn to 


are at preſent in the common printed copies. See Milt. and 


Warerzin. 


Y e 47 
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ieee Mrs, 
ix. 47, 48. xviii. 2, 6. 

xi. 9—13. vii. 7-11. 
15—23. xii. 24—30, 
R 43-45. 
Wlne 2. 38942. 
e r egen. vi. 22, 23. 
Nu XVII 15—30. xix. 13—29. 
N 3 33 XX. 17-19. 
xix. 29—38. xxi. 1— 9. 
XX. 1. 8. 23—27. 

* 9. 33—45. 
21—38. xxii. 16—32. 


XXL. 30—33. xxiv. 32—35. 
c, &c. where the marks of their being 
tranſcribed, the one from the other, are 
often apparent to the ſlighteſt inſpection, 
and render it the more amazing, that the 
learned DopwELr ſhould preſume to ad- 
vance (Diſſ. I. in IX EN. { 39.) that „the 
later Evangeliſts had no knowledge of 
« what the former ones had written be- 


* fore them.” ; 
BuT to convince the Reader of this 


truth, without the trouble of collating the 


« Goſpels, I ſhall lay before him two more 
D 3 / Examples, 


Bias 2 —_ - — 


bs 


- - — 
k —— 2 = « — — b 
- — 25s — —_— 2 2 — — : — _ -- yo Og — — — — 
_ A — " ; * — J — * x l : * - NE —_—_— + 4 \ - ane P 
8 2 — ” 4 _ —— — Ci" Io by Pl — 27 3 — — m — p — 5 5 F 8 
; . z 0 . - . G . * 8 
g > oy . * 1 1 4 FS 5 5 4 Wo - Ps m—_ 
n n on ae at. 2 * 2 . 1 . — — — ; — 0 5 * 2 4 
> - 2 — — + — a —ů— to —ů—— — — 4 = * = * — 8 - , 2 — = a 
— — — — — — . * _ = Py — pv. Oe — F * — 2 - at N 4 P — 4 * * 1 Þ -— 4 33 — — yg — — = a - 
8 — — — 5 2 . 
= _ — = 5 7 1 - 
= - 
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Examples, not inſerted in the preceding 


ſeries. 


2 "EXAMPLE Ill, 


Wink: vi. 25—33. 


Ala ran N bf, 
My H, . th xy 
iu, Th Qayne % ri 
Wine fund rd Twp 
du, Ti Hd unde · 
"8X1 1 Uu Y 
£51. Os, * 1 = 
L Y dm; 
Fx, IJ] is 
rd m N , ors 
'2 artpg0w, Ad G 
Cv, £8 (Cudyary us 
_—_ 0 mak 


Lokk xii. 2 22—31. 
Aa rin dh Noyes 
My pregpeare Th dux 
di, ri Payne. aud 
TW: ec ri S 
Ao nth 
H Fey i 654 
Þ ToPns, % n Tape © 
Si . 
Kaſaroijcſe rug u- 
eau, 4 _ 
& ardiggow, 80 geeig- 
ou, eig Gon 581 rain, 
ad ve. 80 o Orog 


| To Our Saviour, in his 1 Diſcourſes, often al- 
luded to things preſent; and therefore St. Marruzw, writing 
to the Jews, retains his mode of expreſſion, and ſays — Eu- 


- Galals — © Behold, or look on, the birds of the air,” 


But 


the Gentiles were to make the reflexion for themſelves; and 
| ben ve St. Luxe, with great propriety, ſubſtitutes the word — 
N 2 Conſider” —in i its n x 


. 4 0 
u 
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MATTHEW. 
oper 6 de. [g] 
TOE aura N Ha. 


fab als pigili ab- 
Toys 
Tis J iE dhe fe- 


(uurds duda) oN s- 
v d F nAniav auts 
"ig 2 | 
g- 
r | ueęſuârt; 


- Kajapabi: ra xeva 
J ayes, mis wwgave 
gs , ad vide Mela 
5) dn, or: 80% Loop 
& wacy Ty Gy abr 
Web 0, Ws W rr 
| Ei 3 T xöl & ae, 
i⁰ο,d ia, 3 ad g- 
tig x GN 
you, 6 Otoc ers dh 
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| LUKE. 

gi airs” Way 
pane yur; Als pigili 


F Te|4vay 3 


Tis J & vptv u 
u dv ee Po 
vas dn + nAKLGV auTg 
WH Xu wa 3 ; 

Ei av 278 dation 
qudacde, ti att F T A | 
r Weurare ; 

Kalavroale ra x- 
ver, Wes aug 1 X9- 
rid, v vide Ni ?) 

, 806. Loopy e 
Wacy Th dn auvrs we- 
ele, ws w rU r. 

EI 5 F xoglev & 76 
ayes Thee Way % 
cio eig xAiCavor A- 
N, M Orcs & rg 


[al une v8 3 d. St. Luxe expreſſes by ©, for 
a reaſon too obvious to be mentioned : However, the ſame 
reaſon will explain many other phraſeological differences of 


D 4 
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MArrxEW. 


: Aov UH 6 A bmg ol; 


My Zy peo, 
Atyolles, Ti Payudp, 


. J ri Io, 1 Ti we- 


bie; 
plat .iradra rd 
ihrn ae odds 38 0 
1 © 
ire. rer ara 
71 
Arai FREE T 
duda J Os, * 
Inavrwls euTg [5]; 
8 retten wal e 
0 __ Y 


4 + LUKE, WF 


GuPlimurs, wien hx. 


Aov ade, i 9 
Kal v der pan. Gert 
T  Paryile, 1 1 ri fit * 


28 en 


Traure 8 ae red 
ibn 7 5 x00 ps Hr 
duda *) & Laſię elde r. 
Mele rr 


r Grave? Ba- 
o T5 Quz, E ra- 
Ta ara "OY 


pls 


* 
„ 


Kao r ee 
To the Jews, who believed that the profeſſion of Religion 
without the practiee of a boly life would intitle them to ſalva- 
tion, this was indeed a neceſſary piece of additional caution, | 


| Bux the Gentiler bad not ſo learned Cs. 51 
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| 0 qi 7 
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e bal d raſyeci qs Lu- 
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£401. 
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| tei. 


Lukx vii. 20, 
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A vi ii. 


Luxx. 

A ri i πο ue 
idew ; dd gtoroy Ec h 
v ina ius iuppνσαi- 
you 3 ids, ei E IH 


Endote %, rei rap 


Nells, © & mi; Gaoiniog 
ticih. 
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Tk uſe'I would make of theſe Colla- 
lations at preſent, is only to ſhew, that St, 
Luxz, quoting thus largely from St. 
 MaTTHEw, muſt neceſſarily have written 
after him. But how long he wrote after 
him, i. e. after the year xxxv111, remains 
to be deduced from other conſiderations. 

Now it is evident, in the firſt place, 
from his addrefling it, as he does, to the 
believing Gentiles, that St. Lutz wrote his 
Goſpel ſomething later than the year xt, 
when St. PETER preached to Cornt- 
Lius [i. For until that time the Gentiles 
were univerſally ſuppoſed to have no title 
to the Chriſtian Covenant; and therefore 
could not properly be the object of ſuch 
an addreſs, And after they were admitted 
into the Church by eme, yet, conſidering 
their claim was oppoſed by others, it is 
hardly to be jmagined, this Evangeliſt 
would engage ſo far in their favour, as to 
draw up immediately ſuch a work for their 
uſe, before the controverſy was finally de- 
termined. This then, if it had any weight 
with him, muſt cauſe him to ſuſpend his 


[7] Ads x. 3 
intention 


4s 
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intention of writing, till after the celebrat · 
ed Council at en, which, was held 


inthe; year XLIX. See! Ja 30 50 


Bur be this, or any thing elfe the a 
ſony, it is manifeſt, however, from his Pre- 


Fate, that be; never (et about the work till 
ſome conſiderable time after the Car L and 


Can VERSION. of the Gentilec. For MAN Y, 
he aſſures us (and thoſe, it ſhould | ſeem, 


Heatben Converts) had written before him 
on the {ame ſubject [&]. And if we reflect 


how much time it would take them up — 


to acquire information to collect their 


materials — to compoſe their Hiſtories — 
and to diſperſe them abroad z we ſhall be 
forced to ackriowlege, that St. Luk E, who 
ſucceeded them, could ſcarce. begin to write 


his Goſpel. before the year ſpecified above. 


** i) The Life of CursT was ſo amazingly wonderful, that | 
the Heathens could not but be ſenſibly affected with the ac- 
counts they heard of ir from the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel. 


Theſe accounts therefore they would naturally commit to 
writing, Hence the origin of thoſe Hiſtories to which St. 


Luxx refers. Hiſtories well known, it ſhould ſeem, to Tür- 


'6PRILVs hut Hiſtories nevertheleſs which he is cautioned 
vot to depend upon becauſe they were inaccurate, if not fa- 
bulous. Evszs. Hiſt. Eccl, lib. iu. c. 24. 


8 +4. #45 * 
ü. 


BESIDES, 


\ 
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Besiprs, from the time that the Gen- 
tiles were admitted into the Church, he 
was ſo conſtantly employed in the work 
of the Miniſtry, that hitherto he ſeems to 
have had but little or no leiſure for ſuch 
an undertaking: And therefore we muſt 
look out for a ſeaſon of repoſe, which 
might afford him a convenient opportunity 
of performing it. 

Now if we attend St. Pavur in his 
vets, (and St. LuKE was his inſeparable 
companion [I]) we ſhall find him, foon af- 
ter this time, that is, about the end of the 
year L 11, paſſing through Greece, or the 
Region of Acbaia; and then ſettling at 
Corinth, where he continued a year and fix 
months [mz]. In this time ot relaxation 
from journeyings and fatigue, he wrote his 
Firft and Second Epiſtles to the Thgſſalo- 
nians, and alſo that to the Galatians. And 
while the Apoſtle was engaged in theſe 
works, it is not improbable, but St. LUKE 

Was buſied in writing his Goſpel. The op- 
portunity was favourable; and his concern 


| (/} Ire. lib, iii. e. 14. 
*] Adds xviii. 11. 
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for the Church would naturally prompt 
him to lay hold of it. 

Tais may be reaſonably ſuppoſed : But 
we are not obliged. to reſt this point on a 
mere ſuppoſition. It ſtands confirmed by 
no meaner teſtimony than that of St. Je- 
ROM ; who affirms, doubtleſs on the au- 
thority of the Ancients, that St. Luxe 
« wrote his Volume of the Goſpel in the 
Regions of Achaia and Bæotia [n]!“ — 


plainly referring to 24:5 journey of St. Paul 
through that part of Greece. And if it was 
written at this time, under the care and in- 
ſpection of St. Paul, and delivered to the 
Corinthians with his approbation, it was 


not without peculiar propriety (eſpecially 


in writing to them) that he afterwards ſtiles 
St. Luke, its Author, e the Brother, 


2 Lucas,—cuju da.) in Evangelio qui & ipſe diſcipulus 
Apoſtoli Pavtt, in Achaiæ Bæoli æque partibus volumen con. 
didit, quzdam altius repetens. Prom. in Comment. ſuper Mar- 


ruauu. Gaz on. Nazian. ſeems to intimate the ſame, 


tom. I. Orat. xxv. p. 438. ed. Paris. 1630. Vide GroTi 
Proleg. in Luc. Evangel. and Cave's Lives of the Apoſtles, 


p. 181. Art. St. Luxe, G4. Lanvxen . e ons . 
Kap. viii. p. 268, Ke. | 


« whoſe 
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« whole praiſe is in the Goſpel,” 2 Cor. 
viii. 18. [0]. 
Ap as he was now concerned to re- 
commend the Author, ſo had he taken oc- 
caſion before to recommend his Goſpel to 
them; or rather to awaken them to an at- 
tentive peruſal of it. For, finding it neceſ- 
ſary to reprove the Corinthians with regard 
to their behaviour at the Lord's Supper, he 
labours to convince them of the heinouſ- 
neſs of their conduct, by ſhewing its un- 
ſuitableneſs to the nature and end of that 
ſolemn inſtitution. But when he comes to 
explain the inſtitution itſelf, tho he ac- 
quired the knowledge of it by immediate 
Revelation; yet, it is very remarkable, that 
he expreſſes himſelf in the words of St. 
Luk E: 


4 


Luxx xxii. 19, 20. 1 Cok. xi. 23 — 25. 
Kai dach dslr, "Enabe dhe, nas 

C xagis cs wart, C xagisijcac AuTE, % 

na} Iau ab retg, - rt NdCile, Qdyile - 

v” Tin tr: n ( Tin ps isi mn (ua, 
[0] See the Commentators on the place. 1 
* Similar to St. Marr. xxvi. 26. | 


4 os ⁰i Sed. * 


us 2 bel anden. 


Nſav- Tin 7 Aigen, 


? 
© 


KA xam ' Jabixn cy Tw 


alud)i un, 7 rie l | 
| Exxzni (fer, | 


Or! - 


mT urig upeav x, 
firs vor p. rd mort 10 
5 Aab 3 TP Wo 
| tien HW Tn 5 


Qcauras & n w- 


"THEN, n devs jo diy 


Mor Tin n wo), eier, 
1 v ES, ic & & 
TW i ali rn Tor | 
ars. %. . *. Bag 


zntending, it todd "Op by this quota. 


tion, to make them ſenſible, that, though 


they might plead the frailty of their me- 
mory in excuſe of their forgetfulneſs of 
what bimſelf had delivered on this ſubject 


by word of mouth; they were, neverthe- 


leſs, extremely culpable in not attending 


to the information of the Geſpel they had 


then in their hands; which, if duly re- 


| : 
| 
| 
. 
13 
iy * 


garded, would have effectually reflaxined 


| a> Grecian inferocus proceedings. 


* $. Lanes, rharing » Cen coat body, 445 

offered up, ſays Neos; St. Pa vt, referring to his ſacramen- 
P- 

tal body, or the breag, uſes the word x)upnrer ; And both with 


ſingular propriety. 


8 


8 


Ir 
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"IF this be allowed, and St. Paul had 
actually an eye to St. Lux E, in the paſ- 
ſage here cited, we have then a pretty clear 
proof that his Goſpel was written before 
the Firft Epiſtle to the Corinthians — that 
is, before the year LvII; and thence con- 
clude, that we cannot be far diſtant from 
the truth in fixing the date of its firſt pub- 
lication to the year 1111; the thirteenth of 
CLavpivs:; 


WT T. IV: | 
As the Goſpel met with ſo much op- 
poſition; it became the duty of the firſt 
Evangeliſts, in order to facilitate its way 
in the world; to aecommodate their ac- 
counts to the temper of the times, and re- 
move the impediments that obſtructed its 
progreſs. In conſequence of this, they were 
unavoidably led, in the courſe of their nar- 
ration, not only to confirm the truth of the 
doctrine they meant to eſtabliſh, — but alſo 
to confute the cavils, — correct the opi- 
nions, — and reform the practices, of thoſe 
who oppoſed it. Hence their Hiſtories be- 

E came 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
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came, in the detail, more complex 2 va- 


rious than we have reaſon to think they 
would otherwiſe have been; jon containing 
references to cuſtoms and tenets, which, 
but for the particular diſpoſition of the 


times, would in all probability have had 


no place in them. | 
Bur when the Chriſtian Religi gion had 


| gained ground, and the 5 that 


diſturbed it were tolerably ſettled, it is in 


no wiſe unnatural to ſuppoſe, that ſome of 
its moſt faithful and ſerious Profeſſors 


might wiſh to ſee the Goſpel exhibited in 


à more ſimple. form: and, without any 


particular conſideration to Jew or Gentile, 
delivered in a manner ſuitable to the con- 
dition of the world at large. 
AGREEABLY to this ſuppoſition, we 
are told, that the Chriſtian Converts at 
Rome requeſted St. Mak k, with great car- 
neſtneſs, to write /ucb a Hiſtory for their 
uſe and inſtruction []. I fay /uch a Hiſto- 


[9] Tooare N inidapbe rat; d dr To Tires We 
dete Pily®'y 0; H TH Koawat ina ix apxaictar axon, 
19 & vn @yeaPe 78 Hei xnpryuale M ,n. Lara 
N Sarrolatg Maigror, & 76 Evalyi\ics Picilar, axixuber r Ilie 
NEaghoai, us ar x; d g, vTogunua Ths Ja N @agad bile 

9 


Sea. IV. he Fo ug GospETS. 


Ft 
ry. For the Goſpel he wrote at their re- 
queſt is evidently a fimple and compendi- 
ous narrative [j, diveſted of almoſt all pe- 
culiarities, and accominodated to general 
uſe. In compiling this narrative, he had 
but little more to do, it ſeems, than to 
abridge the Goſpels which lay before him— 
varying ' ſome expreſſions, and inſerting 
ſome additions, as occaſion required. That 
St. Mark followed this plan, no one can 


doubt, who compares his Goſpel with 
thoſe of the two former Evangeliſts. He 


ons ad rot rale Jae, gc węo rig Tz anivai 1 x27- 
epydoada T d. da, x) raurn aitizs Noiddal Th; 79 Arytuire i 
Magere Evaſyinis yang. Tantus autem pietatis fulgor emicuit 
i mentibius eorum, qui (Rome) PETRUM audierant, ut parum 
haberent ſemel audiſſe, nec contenti eſſent cœlſtis verbi doctrinam 
vi, voce, nullis traditam ſcriptis, accepiſſe; ſed Marcun, 
PzTr1 comitem, cujus jam extat Ewangelium, multis precibus ora- 
rent, ut doftrine illius, quam auditu acceperant, ſcriptum aliquem 
commentarium apud ſe relinqueret. Nec prius deſtiterunt, quam 
Bominem expugnaſſent ; quomodo cauſa fuerunt cur ſeriberetur E Van- 


gelium, quod Marci dicitur, CLE. Al Rx. apud Eus ER. Hiſt, 
Eccl. I. ii. c. 15. 8 


- '{r] Mascus diſcipulus & interpres PrrRt, juxta quod pr- 


TRUM referentem audierat, rogatus Romæ a fratribus breve 
ſeripſit Evangelium. Hizzony. Catal. Script. Eccleſ. voce 


'Maxc. -Propter hoc & compendioſam & præcurtentem an- 
nunciationem fecit. Ia Ex. lib. iii. c. xi. 


E 2 copies 
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* 
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copies largely from both: and takes either 
the one or the other almoſt perpetually for 
his guide. The order indeed is his own, 
and 1s very cloſe and well connected. In 
his account of facts he is alſo clear, exact, 
and critical; and the more ſo perhaps, as 
hu wrote it for the peruſal of a learned and 
critical people. For he ſeems to proceed 
with great caution, and to be ſolicitous that 
his Goſpel ſhould ftand clear of all object- 
ions. But to confider it more particularly. 
Tux Exordium is fomewhat ſingular. 
For whilſt the former Evangeliſts deſcribe 
our Saviour as « the Son of Man,” St. 
Marx ſtiles him in expreſs terms . the 
ee Son of Gop A title the moſt like- 
ly, as being the moſt auguſt, to engage the 
attention and obedience of the Romans, 
thoſe Lords of the Earth, to the Religion 
that was promulged by him. In deſcribing 
this Religion, St. Mark has brought to- 
gether ſo many of our Saviour's Diſcourſes 
and Miracles, as might ſerve to exhibit a 
general view of his character; and ſhev- 
the world, at the ſame time, what kind of 


D Ch. i. 1. 


principles 
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principles they were concerned to embrace, 
and what courſe of life they were bound 
to lead, who profeſſed themſelves his Fol- 
lowers and Diſciples. This fully anſwered 
the end of his deſign. But as the things he 
records to this purpoſe are chiefly taken 


from the other Evangeliſts, fo it is to be 


obſerved that they are often expreſſed in 


their very words ; which confirms the ac- 


count we have before given of him. How 
much he is indebted to St. MaTTHEw, 
will appear in ſome meaſure from the fol- 
lowing Collations; 


EXAMPLE I. 
MARK iv.-1—9, MATTH. xiii. 1 — 9. 


7 
5 
4 
4 
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1 
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1 
5 
1 
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vic bite. 
Kad ide aud nde 
FANG On goodie, 
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MaTTHEw. 

Id, EAN 6 arg- 
py & celgen - 

Ka GOT 
areipe al vv, & f t 
e T. boy, c Abs ra 
melevas 8 


rripανονν aITH. 


Am 3 dri d 
T& Wirewon, ons ON 
axe yw monks, % 
blos Cant reids, 21 
7 pn exe Ga. yns" 

Mig 5 da eI Nui On, 
Chavud)or 75 8. Als 1 
un Lxem pi, iC negvby. 

ANA 3 iniow Inn 

Ta; axaylag E avecy- 

Tay c Aman 8 dri 


0 as ab rd. 


LJ St. Maxx, tho he copies the words of St. 1 
yet puts chem in the fingular number in porn to St. 


Luxx viii. 4, &c. 


oh ſu] Ts Sb is wanting in W beſt MT, vid. MILL. 
& Wersrgx. in loc. which renders the two  Enangelifs * ſtill 
moce conformable to ent other. | 
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MARK. MATTHEW. 


y 


2? 
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1 
1 
I 
4 
” 
Ny 
-FT 
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1 
1 
$2 
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1 
2 
| 


Ke! d imerw eis AN 5 inwe int 
Vu WB . 7 % vw 1 ly - . 
T yi 7 van. nh T yi T $aNw' td 
| dada xaproy avabaivor- £0108 HapT a, 


| ra S aufavolle, % i e- 
ce, fy gianna, % iy 0 je inde, ò 3 
£82 8Znx0/a, Cw iI x]. * 

Kal iarywasnig, O * 0 
N v dre AKSHAY, den- ix WTR AKSAV, du 
; 4 2 32 
| ET&. ET&s | 1 
5 Ay ſo again in the explanation of this 
; Parable, ver. 15—20, he had evidently his 


eye all along on St. MaTTHEw, ver. 19— 


, 
d 23, till he comes to the concluſion, ver. 21, | 
7 22, 25; where he makes a tranſition to the i 
IT" 2 
7 Goſpel of St. Luxe, ch. viii. 16—18. | 
; . 0 4 
a | | | 
4 EXAMPLE I. 1 
* 1 
MARE xiv. 26—46. Mar THE xxvi. | 
L 30—50. 
4 Kat vprioasle; 1 Kai d huricuiſis i- 
t. Jh eig 79 % . F i- Abo tis 1 66 . F - 
Ada. Acxcchy. | 
2 al] St. Mazx here inverts the words of St. MaTTazw, 


in order to form the c/imax; which is one inſtance, among 
many others, of the great regard he had to his language. 
u 8 E 4 K 
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Maxx, 
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MATTHEW. 
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Mark. 
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hended the third watch; ſo St. Marruzw, to give them 2 
clear information that PzT&z would deny his Maſter rice 
before Three in the morning, needed only to ſay, that he would 
do it © before the cock crew.” But the Rowavs, reckoning 
by a double crowing of the coek — the firſt of which was about 
Mianight, and the ſecond at Three — ſtood in need of a more 
particular deſignation: And therefore St. Maxx, to denote 
the ſame hour to them, was obliged to ſay before the cock 
co twice.” — JovenaL uſes exactly the ſame phraſe, ta 


ſpecify the ſame hour: 
_ Quod tamen ad cantum galli facit ipſe ss cut, 
FProximus ante diem caupo ſciet. — Sat. ix. 107. 
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BeR, IV. the FouR 


MARK. 
Ole eig aaparpuuy. n 
E w ,U, j meo0upov, 1 
5) naps ac eis. 
Kal w νν ανπ ννν 
oa o, T avny - 
OV e. 

Kai Ce (ü- 
ger auTS&5 wany ual L- 
dag. ran Þ ei op- 
baNννd auray x 
CUVCpaevory *. To As 

St. Maxx omits our Sa- 
viour's third Prayer, as being 
the ſame with the former; and 
only mentions his hir Return. 
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MaTTHEw. 
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5 cagg acti. 

IlzAw cr dL r - 
th e νν lo, N- 
Yu, Id reg l, Ke]. No 

Kai iA Leice 
aurs; wav xalow- 
Gs Joav Þ avray oi 
Oe I, Ge Sn 01. 

Kai de ars, d- 
ebay ,p, gονν Ca- 
re Ck TOATE, T an 
Ao ev ET ave 

Tore egxe,) iC rde 
Hach rag cab, % Ae 
ad rot, Ke m N, 
To % d α ν Ua]; 
ids, NY luce. 7 Weg" C 0 
yes 2 cu g - 
90 645 Xtlexs | £28) w- 


: Acuy. ; 


[a] So I venture to point the ſentence — and to read inter- 
rogatively — * Do you /#/} ſleep, and take your reſt?” This 
makes the ſenſe perfect, and conſiſtent with what follows. 
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MaTTrzw. 
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AND ſo on through the courſe of this 


Chapter. 


Fok more inſtances of the ſame kind, 
the Reader is referred to the following 


Table: 


Makk. 


r 


7. Young 8. Ch. 


16—20. 


I. 


vii. 123, &c. 


viii. 


7. 


Xt. 


X11. 


X111, 


110. 
27-29. 


I 
1—12. 


1216. 


32—34—45. 
27—33. 
13—27. 

1— 9. 


14—32. 


vii. 


Xxiv. 


MarrRHEW. 


iii. 1—6, IT, 
iv. 18—22. 
viii. 2— 4. 
ix. 9—12. 
xii. 1— 8. 
xiii. 54—58, 


xiv. 15-27, 32. 


xv. 120, &c. 
32—39. 

xvi. 13—16. 
20—28. 
1—12. 
XIX. 1—15. 

xx. 1749-28. 
xxi. 23—27. 
xxii. 16—32. 
I— 9. 
15—36. 
xiv. 1 
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Man. Marruxw. 
Ch. xiv. 1—25. xxvi. 4—29; 
xv. 1—20. xxvii. 1, 2, 11, 31. 
ate aint — 47. A6. 
ri. 1— 8. xXxviii. 1— 8. 


HeNcz then it appears, that St. Mark 
peruſed the Goſpel of St. MaTTHEw, 
and had it before him when he wrote his 


own. This, indeed, is a point generally 


acknowledged; but we are now to prove— 
what will not perhaps be ſo eafily grant 
ed—that he copied likewiſe from St.LuKE. 
To this end we ſhall, as before, compare a 
few of the parallel places, and leave the 
Reader to judge for himſelf. 


EXAMPLE I, 


Manx i. 21-28. Lux iv. 31—37. 
| Key tiarogeoy)) sx Kautxarittbe eig K- 
Kae“ mean Wen © Ta- 


8 bis Mains [6], 8 y did 


iA, the cities in the Holy Land were pretty well known 


by the Remans, St. Mark ſays only Capernaum: But the Gre- 
cians, having little or no connexion with that country, required 
z more particular information ; and therefore St. Luxx adds 


— Ow ne Parma — © a city of Galilee,” 


4 Toi 


Se. IV. tbe Fouk GosPELs. 


MARE. 


ros oaboarw eich 
ais Cali, ilar. 
Kal 6ZerAyooov[0 in! 


Ty 0i0axi a. 


Ku m & Th (war 

yay} avran dug. 

& ad pd): axabai]s, 
8 diene, 


Azyar, Ea, Ti nur 


8 cen, Inc's NaGzom: 3 3 
nabes Dem ds; 
eida os ric tly 0 4 yi» 
7 n 

Ka ili ok, 
0 Inns, Azyan* - 
bil, ngy £800s 85 aur. 

Kai geber õ 
70 ve 70 lade 
b e 85 ar. 
Kats twapenbnrav 


ardyric, we. cue 
argos abrug, Nerds, 
Ti 651.787 ; rie 1 d. 
da x N x νν, vr. 
var uv Kgy vel 


; 63 
LUKE. 


TXG UTE Cu nig ge- 
Cary. | 

Kut I Femhijcveiſo int 
Ty didaxy ur ·— 
Ka & Th (waluyy 
iv evBpwno; x ven 
pc dato axabdile, 
% ai 

Azyay, "Ea, Ti nuiv 
% cel, Inc NaGaom; 
ies dN, nay 3 
eides cs Tic &, 6 ayiOs 
$ cod, | 

Kai £T$(pnoev ound 
0 Ino86, Ayn" O- 


Onlss % 8 Ce 5; auTg. 


25 ba aun ro 
da uο¹ tl To prey, 
NA am avry — 

Kut iM Sao Os 
To ai as, % (Cura 
Agy v e d\jAgg, Ni- 
alles, Tis 0 ?- &- 
T(@», or: Gu EG H 


| du dur or roi 


ale. 


8 


MAR k. 
nun reg arslar- 


70e Mur dare, 8 C 


a aun,” 

| ET AAbe 5 5 8 axoh * 

r Chor «is Ul the 
aaf, & PaMhaics. 


E K 4 10 


: Maxx i li. $a=123 


av 3 4 e r 


view ard, Mele +6 
vagabiſu · Tie, 
Ape 0 c d Ewe: 
Ha ('& 

Has d at eau 
tam Cc ub ij doi, 
8 An eos & F 


agi abra 


| BracÞnping; ; vis dus e , 
e . 
4. 6 Ox; 
Ka bias aby 
6 'Inoss 76 nα. 


Ti r. Sr x 


Onztkvations 6 on Sea. IV. 


Lukes. 
dxabeles en har, 2 
ene : 


Ke origi T 
a TY tic u 76 - 


Toy 2 La IN 


PLE II. 


Luxe v. e 
2 "Kat id av 7 
wiew auray, Neſ and 
Mögen, _— 60 
6 fl 


at lob il Mate 
* o yeapparis 8 
0 @apgaraler Axoſſis 


The ien So; os N- 
Ati PacÞipuas; Tit 
duda) aPinaapaglings 
ti jan pov» d St 

Freds 5 i "Ines; 
rut A, avrar, 
ird, 


Beck. IV. the Four Gogrers. 


MARE. 
cονο 176, (71 Ur e d- 


Ti io Cu rurego- 


tie 76 QPgAurae* 


Alan ( ai dpag- 
ria j tire · Eytigas, 
5 2% C N negooiw 
% aterare; 


1 5 fore 67: Mu- 


oiaw ĩxa 6 ies Th abga- 
v api Ye 


dyacegriay, (Nie 28 


h,) 
Toe M, £y4gei, 2; 
doov Tov r Nc 


(Gs; S unaye eig 7 ohe 


Kat iyiebn Clas, 


3 bene + negate, 


abr. Ti alanyiteede 


65 


Lukx. 
venue Abe dr Woo 


F ug id 


Ti isw Cui 
EEG | 
"Aﬀptwi]ei (for ai duap- 
Tia (M 7 c Eye 
ga, ret” 
S atmara; 

"Ive 3 edyre 71 i oe 
Tia i xa 6 is T8 avlgu- 
Fu din © e ap. 
aulas, (eli rg m 
ex>iAvapn,) 

Lat NM, beg, 8 
4036 7 xAwidity le] ou, 
wogen vis T olxcy . 


Kal M U,NB i 
gas Cen au,, 


Io] St. Maxx changes the ie of Luxe into zzaGcCale, 
as being a word more familiar to the Romans. vid. CIc ER, de 


'Divinat. ii. 63. S8x£c. Epiſt. xviii. 


F 


” 


MazTIAL, xii. 32. 


CATULL. x. 22, 


Nahen 


| 
_ 

| 
i 3 


66 _.Onsz&vations'o Sea. IV. 


MARE. Luk. 
dds Gronrin Taylor gas i O & cri xeſſo d- 
I \a58 ito Aber —— f/ bug“ 
wala * daga T wat ex 2 100 
Oed. Fagor d e 
. "EXAMPLE I, i 


Marx ii 1932. 


| WY Grey aur; © 
Tube My dual) ol you 


ig n — 
FAN LY w ib, 
ora ara an aurav 
5 uni , g wire r. 
S 5 cuban * 
iutgas- 
u 
IG paxus d a- 


. We gde tri Ih- 


rig Taxmg* Ei J u, 
age, 70 WAYPwpac n 


8 n ns" 
n KaWEY x π ,], % 


ebe ice int). 
n 


4 


711 

Luxx v. 3438. 
05 3 dt es auric 
ah Ia ru 105 Tg 
Pere, E P 0 Pu 


OO wer” aura 1515 


e. pro mY 
ov) J ages, 

85 = ar, an' - 

Tay d vuOi@» re vn 

5<Logorw E ny 4 

e nl 4. 

[ Ouderg J EY 
EY paxys baer 


E itd)ia rt: * 


E e ans aro 
r ifpaTis, / Vigor 
i yive). Mar 7. 
ix. 16.] * 
Ka 


ect. IV. the FouR 


MARR. 

Kat Gd Hol- 
oy yeov el dns - 
N,. ti 7) H ere 0 
| -div@» . rg d, 
% dh. cxiira, 5 
ei dαπννν D” dA 
N oiyoy icon eig d 
xauss ev. 


Th Whcs 


GosPELS. 67 


LVukx. 
K dels AN oi- 
5 yeov tig ao%s W- 


N 4 J faire lieu 0 
ycog 0D Ag GTKEC, 8 
ad ng cxubyoe), % % 


aoxzo} YanAgy?) ana 


0iyoy VEOv eig dTKSS x 


V8; [2d.mrewv, 


EXAMPLE IV. 


Mark x. . 1331. 


Ka forte, PLL 
- radia tada , ive an, a- 
rds : 06 3 Aab ins- 

ria v roo Pigeoy. 


_ 3 Ines 1ya- 


3 5 dre aur 
Aci ra waidia r. 

a" eig he, % p41 
rie aura F Þ Fel- 
run ig 1 Gaciluia T8 
Oe. 

? al N e, © 
tr UN 0s &V ＋ Gar- 


8 F 2 


LUKE xvili. 1538. 


ITgooiPezoy J c 2 


ra Gen, ive aura a= 


8 )- Iddiſes 7) o perl y- 


TU Jnr iunoay au mig. 

O 5 Ne weora- 
Aera evra, any 
Abe ra Talia 76 
xe wet jv, % (1 
xe aura FP. T6 
gTWY £55 M (ao iAtiz T5 
Os. | 

An ye a5, os 
tay pn de * 5 7 Gacu- 


b 


68 


MAkk. 

Niles +5 Gi we wa- 
ie, g a e it 
ar 3:22 
"Re: — = @(00 de gd 
45. — ithpbrd a n 
Aena Aya, 71 
web b Fl ald- 
ve KANEovophhjo 3" 
ede dr aun” 
TI us Aryers ande, 
dei &yabes, ei u as, 
5 Orc: 5 | 
Tas Galohes cider 
M Rec. M pe- 
che: My a My 
h,? . My 
den gegiehe Tir . 
wal es GY $: 7 Haber. 


3 7 4. 
"wy aun Adv 


an àg’⁴ Xeywyr 


| Pd Famine” 


OBSERVATfONRS on SeR. IV. 


| Lokk. 


Milan 78 Of os w- 


. guy Tic 


Aidaoxtixs' dyalſt, 71 
#dinras Coll) ald 
XAngoropaſoa 3 


Eims q̃ aun d Ines 


Ti ue Nie .; 


Sdelg ayabes, ei #1. |, 
© 6 Bucs. : 
Tas Wane das 


My H My P- 


Aye · My AAC My 
W Fiua 3 
dete, 0 J Þ rieꝶ 
(u. 

0 3 


* 


ere 


© Faorh wile it rabra wajſa 16. 


| ale nc veernig uu. 


uli Cr veormmg f. 


- *Axtoas 5 rabra 6 


3 


ect. IV. the pov GosyPrLs. 


| MARR. 
8 4 u "Ev co. 
detgel UT@YE, 00% £645 
w.“, KH deg ig 
axe, S ige Nn 
gov cy P17 8 deügo, 
axangbe pro 
15 Ap., A Au, 
©» w $ tx - 
Aae md. | 
Ka H 
„ Inoss Ne ig pace 
ura abr · Tag q uaud- 
Aug oi Tg 22 ina ix 
eg tic 7 Ga ia rod 


EutgTwregey ig * 


penmnav A © meuparnigg 
; WAY uy 81g 7 act 
u Ot cg. 
Oi d tara; Fe- 
TAjGSole, Myeiſte gc 


daurig· Kai T4; qua-) 


Cgmal; 


1 


69 
Luxx. 

tren dun. "Em iy 0% 
AtTE* Ay 97% £Xas 
FWATTY, Kg ναν e. 
luxe, % i ges Oncau- 
gor e PTL "1 x, deugo, 
arxghsl{ pore 

O 5, angox; TaITH 
HA, nuts pO 
i N ẽxan Milaaſ e WoA- 
az. MAT r. xix. a.] 

Id q aun o Ine 
Evo Yoon, tre 
Ilas duoxohag Ut Ta 
+e1pals EyolegeioendC- 


60%) eig N Hache 5 


Oed. 
| Evxngrarege yao is: 
dunno , Teuluantic 
paOides ciel, 1 ras 
cio eig T ace E 
Oes tic Ne. | 
Eimov d e an 
TE 
Ka rig du 
owIya 


Euch as 


MARE. 


ESA s d aunis . 


6 Inoue, M. Tags 


n 76 O59 ways 
I Ware is: IF Tp 
Os. . 


Kl tees 0 Hier. | 


Nye aura "108, nuts 
a pl adi, Kg 
vid 001. 

, Azaxegbei A 1 
e dw Ale N 
e 29+ 
xe ola, N ddp, 1 
leaps, adlige, | 
 panleges, 1 yuvaike, J TEK= 
ya, 9 deg, 8 ver if 
e T8 ,,, 


iy u h ia - 
| AamARTioa e r Nν,ỹ 


ec rd xαẽ, 


142 & TH alan ts 


| boxer dal al,. 


Lob gt we 1 


| 1, ig 8 % ieh, 
e Hon 


avlowrogdduut] ov, 4 


OBsBRVATIONS e Sect. IV. 


Lukk. 


['EuCAnbas d & In 
wg, d aur; Tags 
evlewrog Ho aduvalcy 
£51, g od; Oro ua 
ard £51. LETS, 
xix. 20.] | 
Ele 3 30 nere, 
Io, nu 
aPnxawp rf, C 1- 
xanugbnoup (Cor. 
O0 & d aun 
*Aulsy Arya ul, 
ors 80 £5w os d- 
Kev oixiay, 1 Voveig, 1 
aden, 1 VULAIKH, 7 
rive, tynuer P Bar N 


& TS Oes, 


% & pun νο E - 


rare, E es 16 aian ts 


: 222 Cole ator. 


Done 3 40) TE@- 


, ige. 0, i Valo, 


Mar rg. 


re.. 


NIX, 30] 


Se&t. IV. the Four GO 21 8. 75 


Tuns inſtances are certainly too many 
to be thought accidental, and much too 
cloſe and uniform to be accounted for upon 
any other principle, than that of the one's 
tragſcribing from the other [4], Nor are 

' theſe the only inſtances: The following 
Table will exhibit more; tho' not all of 
them perhaps equally ſtriking : 


St. Maxx. | St. LUKE. 
Ch. F 
ü. 23—28. I. 1 6. 

lil, 1— 5. 6—10. 


[4] They who argue from the Apoſtles' firſt diſcourſes being 
hiftorical, that the facts related by them were delivered in the 
ame, or nearly the /ame word to their different hearers — and 
that thoſe hearers took them down in writing — which writ- 
ings were handed about among believers, and became the 
ſource of theſe fimilarities, plainly argue againſt the evidence 
of Scripture, (Compare 48: ii. 22 — 39. with 2:5 iti. 12—26. 
x. 34— 43. and 4s xiii. 16—41. with Ad xvii. 22—31. 
Xxvi. 2—29.) and at the ſame time place the Goſpels of St. 
Maxx and St. Lux k upon a very precarious footing. I doubt 
not but many diſcourſes were taken down when they were firſt 
preached, as theſe Gentlemen ſuppoſe. Nor is it improbable, 
that the Goſpel according to the XII Apeſi lis, or, as it is other- 
wiſe called, according to the Hebrews, was compoſed, in part 
at leaſt, from ſuch narrations. But the genuine Den tend 
v pon another, and much better, foundation. 


> F 4 iv 21. 
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Marks Luxx. 
Ch. iv. 21-23, 25. Ch. viii. 1618; 
ky Me ie 
vi. 7— II. ix, 1— 5. 
vii 27 —31. 7 ag 1822. 
38438. ix. 1. 2927. 
u. A 
kü. 1—12 XX. 9— 19. 
38—40. 45—47. 
xiv. 13—16, xxii. $13, 


Bur here it may be aſked If either of 
them muſt be ſuppoſed to have copied from 
the other — Why might not St. Luxe 

« have made theſe tranſcripts from the 
« Goſpel, of St. Marx, rather than St. 

Te Marx from the Goſpel of St. Luxx ** 

Ix anſwer to this, it may be obſerved, 

1. TwarT St. Luxx has been always 
conſidered as an original Writer; which is 

by no means the caſe of St. Maxk. For 
he is plainly an Epitomiſt; and delivers no 
facts throughout his whole Goſpel (a ſingle 

| Miracle rent n N (4), but What are 
R fecorded 

mw Viz. 0 of the bind man at Beth/aida, ch. viii. 
286. "For the care (HE ay ae (es Bin, Vid. 32 —36. 
4 1 
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recorded by one or other of the two former 


Brangelifts, He is often indeed very cir- 
cumftantial in his narration; and adds ma- 


py things for the fake of the Romans [FÞ 
to enable them the better to underſtand 
his accounts. And when you have allow- 
ed him this, you will find little, or no- 
thing more, that can properly be called his 
own. 


is comprehended in St. MaTTazw's general account, ch. xv, 
29, 30. And the Parable of the Seed, iv. 26—29. ſeems to 
de talen from Marr. xiii, 24, &c. but varied a little in the 


circumſtances. 


[VI As a Roman might not know, how wild and uninhabit- 
ed the De/art: of Arabia were, in which CHasT was tempted, 
he adds, ch. i. 13. © and Was with the wild beaſts,” In ch. 
vii. 2. he explains the meaning of the-word Ai or com- 
mon — as it is uſod among the Jews ; and in 3, 4, gives an 
account of the Jewiſh cuſtoms. And ch. xy. 21, having men- 
tioned \Stuon the Cyrenian, as the perſon they compelled to 
bear the eroſs, he-adds—that he was the father of Ayzxan- 
„DR and Rurus“ — becauſe- both theſe perſons refided at 
Rome, and were known to the Roman Chviſtians, Ser Rom, 
xvi. 13. And perhaps the young man, mentioned ch, xv. 
51, 52, Was a Reman ; whoſe curioſity might lead him to know 
the <aw(e of the tumult; and, being a ſtranger, might be the 
ſooner ſuſpected, and therefore apprehended. He had perhaps 
often told the ſtory at Rome; and the Evangeliſt thought pro- 
1 95 confirm i it, In this lightir makes a good argument.. 


BESIDES, 
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BESIDES, it is apparent, b 

2. THAT St. MARK makes quick * 
ee tranſitions from one Evangeliſt to 
the other; and blends their accounts, I 
mean their words, in ſuch a manner as is 
utterly inexplicable upon any other foot- 


PRs ing, than by ſuppoſing he had both theſe 


Goſpels before him. Of this the Reader 
will find a ſpecimen purpoſely inſerted in 
EXAMPLE III. p. 66, 67. and again in 
EXAMPLE IV. p. 67-70, And if he 
ſtands in need of further canfirmation, he 
may compare St. MARK, ch. xii. 13—27. 
"with MAaTTH. xxii. 16—32. and LUKE 
| xx. 20 - 38; where he will find, if I am 
not ben, as ample a proof of ſuch a 
commixture of phraſes and ſentences, as 
Lo: well be deſited. | 
Ix is, moreover, worthy of our notice, 
3. Tur St. Luxe agrees much oftener 
with St. MATTHEw, than he does with 
St. MARK, in places common to both ; yea, 
and in places too, where the former is very 
conciſe, and the latter very diffuſe, in his 
gharration; which, conſidering the copioul⸗ 
neſs and exuberance of St. Lukk's ſtyle, 

could 
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could hardly have been the caſe, had he not 
written before St. MARK | g}, and left to 
him only the province of enlarging on what 
he had delivered. 

ADD to this, 


Lg But this, it will perhaps be objeRed, is to contradict the 
accounts of the ancient Fathers, who all aſſert that St. Luxe 
wrote later than St. Marx ; and the place he holds in the 
manuſcript copies of the New Teſtament is a proof that their 
aſſertion is well founded. But the Ancients are not ſo unani- 
mous in this point, as ſome are willing to believe. For CI x- 
MENS ALEXA NDR Ixus, a writer of the ſecond century, reciting 

A tradition relative to the order and diſpoſition of the Goſpels, 

which he had received from Preſbyters of more ancient times, 
ſays, © that the Goſpels which contain the Genealogies were fit 
ritten. — Df Ar F Edaſyiniur ra akiixole Tx; 
Moiabeyiat— Apud Eus zB. Hiſt. Eccl. lib. yi. c. 14. So that, 
according to the muſt ancient account, St. Luxe wrote, as I 
have here ſuppoſed, before St. Maxx. And with reſpect to 
the place he is obſerved to hold in manuſcript copies, little or 
nothing can be inferred from thence, For by that rule we 
ſhould conclude the Acrs to be written later than the Goſpel 
of St. Jon. Not that the commen order of the Goſpels is al- 
ways obſerved in MT. vid. WeTsTEy. Proleg. n. go. p. 56. 
& ad fin, Marr. But though we allow that it generally is, 
. yet 'tis greatly to be ſuſpected, that the Goſpel of St. Maxx 
got at firſt the precedence of St. Luxx's, juſt in the fame way, 
and for the ſame reaſon, that St, Paul's Epiſtle to the Romans 
came to be placed before the others that were prior to it in 
point of time—that is, from a regard to the perſons to whom 
It was written. vide TazornyLact. Argum. Epilt. ad Rom. 


* 4. TuRC 
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4. The coneluſion that ariſes from the 
date of his Goſpel. For tho' the date of it 
be ſomewhat uncertain, yet, upon every 
- ſuppoſition, it comes down lower than St. 
LuXE's, and affords us thereby ſufficient 
reaſon for attributing all the fore-mention- 
ed ſimilarities to St, MARE 's inſpection of 
chat prior Goſpel. In ſupport of this de- 
duction, we have nothing to do but to fix 
the date; And the date may be ſettled by 
the following obſervations. 

 TrarT the Chriftian Religion had made 
a conſiderable progreſs in the world before 


St. Marx wrote his Goſpel, is evident 


from his own words, For then, he tells 
us, the Apoſtles « had gone forth, and 
«© preached every where [h] —i. e. through- 
out the whole Roman Empire, and even 
among the barbarous nations. A circum- 
tance that muſt needs extend the date of 
its publication far beyond the time that 
TrxoPHYLACT mentions, or the Greek 
ſubſcriptions place it at. 

THAT this Goſpel was written at "Sg 
for the uſe of the Chriſtians there, many 


[4] Ch. xvi. 20, 
of 
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of the Ancients poſitively aſſert [i]: And 
there are ſeveral internal characters to be 
found in it, which plainly countenance and 
confirm their aſſertion.— So far the current 
of Tradition runs in one channel; but here 
it divides, and carries us different ways. 

Ix we credit the accounts of CLEMENS 
and Par IAs, and ſuppoſe. this Goſpel to 
have been compoſed at the requeſt of the 
Roman Converts, as an abſtract of what St. 
Prrxx had preached among them [#]; 
| then we: ſhall be forced to conclude it was 
| written about the year Lvi—a little later 
| than the reputed time of that Apolile's ar- 


— —ʃA—ẙ — — 
— year” _ o ” 
— — —=p => ys * 2 


| rival at Rome [/ J. 

| Bu ſince it is almoſt demonſtrably evi- | 
| dent, that St. PRT ER had not been at Rome 1 
I [7] See notes [9] [+] above, p. 50, 51. and Ariana! 1 
k Synopſ. S. Script. p. 155. HIER Yu. Com: in Mane. | l 

; Proœm. 
| [4] Evsz», Hi, eel lib, ii. c. 15. lbs il. e. 30. & lib. | 
vi. c. 14. | | 
[/] LactanT1vs, in his book De Mortibus Perſecut. ap- N. K$ 
5 brings him to Rome in the beginning of Nxxo's reign, about | 
; the year Ly; and is certainly much nearer the truth than Eu- | | 
|; + $EBLUS, Who (Hiſt. Eecl, lib. ü. c. 14+) repreſents him preach- 1 
ing there in the reign of CT Aulus. | 


Mo. in 
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in the year tynr [m]; we muſt neceſſarily 
drop this part of the ſtory, and attend only 
to the motions of St. MA Rx 
Now it appears from undoubted autho- 
Tity, that he always accompanied ſome or 
other of the Apoſtles i in their journies. The 
Ancients agree in making him the familiar 
Companion of St. PETER ; who, in 1 PEP. 
V. 13. ſpeaks of a Mak k, and calls him 
* his Son”. This MRR they ſuppoſed 
to be the Evangeliſt, and the fame perſon 
4 with him wh is mentldned by that name 


3 N I 


(a. * obſervable; ſays Dr: "Wo Pref.. to che Epil. 
to the Romans, that among all the ſalutations which St. Paul. 
ſends to thoſe of Rome, he hath not one directed to St. Pered; 
bor dotli he give us any hint that St. PzTEx! then had ever 
ren at Name, or planted any Church there; which, as it makes 
it highly probable he had not then been there at all, ſo doth 
t make it certain that St. Paul knew not of his being there 
when this Epiſtle was indited—in the yeat of our Lord 14111. 
And again, in his note on theſe words I am ready to preach 
e the Goſpel to you that are at Roms alſo, ch. i. 15.—he adds, 
It ſeems highly probable, that St. PrrüA was not yet come 
'* to Rome, much leſs had ſettled his See there; for if ſo, why 
* ſhould St. Paul. be fo deſirous, fo often purpoſing, to come 
to them, that le might impart ſome ſpiritual gift to them; to 
le end they taight be eftabliſbed, y 11. unleſs St. PETER was 
either unſufficient for, or very negligent in, that work. Seca 
alſo Cave's Life of St. PrEA, F xi. p. 42: - 


mu in 
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in the twelfth of the Ac rs: from whence 
we may eaſily account for the intimacy 
and connexion he maintained with St. a 
TER [1]. 7 Art. 
Bor he ſometimes likewiſe accompa- 
nied St. Paul; ; and particularly in his 
firſt travels among the Gentiles [o]. After- 
wards indeed he ſeparated from him; but 
we find him again with St. PAul in Rome 
at the time of his firſt impriſonment. For 
in his Epiſtle to PHILEMON, directed from 
thence in the year LxIII, he reckons him, 
ver. 24, among his Fellow-Labourers. 
When, and upon what account,” he came 
there, we n not; but it Pear from 


} 


on) Vierten. Pref, in Marc, in Caten. Parr. 

DOK Barnanas and Saul took with them Joan, whoſe 
* ſurname was Marx,” 42s xii. 25. GroTivs, in his Proleg. 
ad Maxci Evangel. ſuppoſes that the Marx here mentioned 
was a different perſon from Maxx the Evangeliſt; but the 
reaſons he urges are, I think, of fo little force, that we may ſtill 
ſafely conclude with WRTsT EIN — ! Nihil vetat, quo minus 
% fimpliciter cum Vic rox & TyeoPAYLACTO hunc eundem 
* Maxcuu intelligamus, quoties illius nomen in Adtis & 
« Epiſtolis reperimus.” Proleg. in Max c. Evang. See Lax p- 
NER's Supplement &c. vol. I. c. vii. p. 155 - 160. LicaTrooT's 
Works, vol. I. p. 336. fol. MicugzLis's Introd. Lect. 5 xci. 


p. 226. a a 
; Colafſ. 
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Calzſſ iv. 10. that he departed ſoon after: 
and probably never returned. For in the 
year i xvI, towards the cloſe of his laſt 
confinement, we find the Apoſtle expreſſ- 
ing his earneſt defire to ſee him, as one my 
was uſeful to him and his Miniſtry [y]. 

ie” by St. Maxx then wrote his Galpel 
as the Ancients unanimouſly. affirm, at 
Rome; the foregoing limitations will una» 
vaidably conſtrain us to date its publication 
about the end of the year1.x11; or the be- 
ginning of LxX115, the ninth of the Emperor 
Nexo [zl A time when the Church 
ſtood in need of every religious conſolation, 
to ſupport itſelf under the afflictive weight 
of a dreadfully cruel perſecution [. 

* 6 this be admitted, it Will be caly” to 


| biet ; for his nk ſo e, as 


* DE 2 Tim. iv. 11. | 

[4] St. Jznow in indeed reports, 7 in Maze. that he 
died the year before, viz. the eighth of Nzno. But fiertin he 
is Bille to be credited, fince it is evident from Ia EN us, lib. 
Mi. c. 1. that he fat outlived that period. See Cavs 's Lives of 
the Ap. p. 176. Mask, 4. 128 

{r] About this time began the firſt general perſecution ; 
when the Chiiltians at Rome were treated by the Emperor with 
all the inftances of ſcorn and- cruelty, Evszz. Hiſt. Eccl. 
lib. ii. c. 25. C. Conax. Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. f 


1 4. 
WY 


Sect. IV. the Fobx Oos rEts. Br 


we ſuppoſe him to have done, from the 
Goſpel of St. Luk R. For he could not 
fail of being well acquainted with that 
Goſpel; fince the Author of it then lived 
at Rome, and labourcd with him in the 
ſervice of Chriſtianity [s]. And probably 
one great reaſon of St. Pavur's wiſhing 
afterwards to ſee him, as a perſon uſeful 
to the Roman Church [], might ariſe: from 


tte conſideration of the ſpecial influence, 


nich he experienced gt. Mart had gained 


over them, by the favour he had done 


them, in penning this Goſpel for _ 
ſervice and uſe. 
Wuar has been ſaid is ſufficient; we 


kope, ta illuſtrate: the deſign, and aſcer- 
tain the dates, of theſe three Goſpels. 
But in clearing theſe points we have opened 
the way to ſeveral 'conclugons of no mean 
importance: two of which we ſhall now 
e to draw out to their full extent. 


Fon the Saen . made, it 


| plainly appears, 


0? Philem, ver. 24. (2 Tim. w. 11. 


— 
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A. THAT the Evangeliſts not only per- 
a; but alfo "tranſcribed, each others 
Writings; and conſequently, that the ar- 

gument commonly urged in ſupport of the 
credibilit7 of the Goſpel-Hiſtory, and 
founded on the contrary opinion, is at laſt 
founded on a common miſtake. For thus 
they reaſon [ul. The ſacred Hiſtorians 
es agree in their accounts, and yet knew 
.<«nothing of each others Writings; theydid 
es not therefore write in concert, and forge 
as theſe accounts, but were ſeverally guided 
by the real exiſtence of the facts related. 
True indeed it is, that they neither forged 
their accounts, nor wrote in concert; for 
they wrote at different times, in different 
places, and with different views: yet, ſo 
far is it from being true, that the later 
Evangeliſts never conſulted what the for- 
mer had written before them, that the 
very reverſe has, I preſume, been already 
demonſtrated. They peruſed, recommend- 
ed, and copied each other. And | happy 


(z] Pref. Nice ad Symb. Evang. in Caten, Patr. Gere. 
in Matth. vide etiam 1 & CxERICI Pfæf. ad An- 
„Ke. y 

it 
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it is, as will hereafter appear, for the cauſe 
of Chriſtianity, that they really did ſo. 
Bur how, then, came they not to avoid 
the many contradictions obſervable among 
them? Theſe are only ſeeming contradic- 
tions; and vaniſh moſt of them, on a 
cloſe compariſon of the ſeveral paſſages: 
and were we ſufficiently acquainted with 
the-circumſtances of the facts; the views of 
the Relators; the turns of their expreſſi- 
ons, and the method they uſed in their 
computations, the reſt would doubtleſs 
immediately diſappear; and the ſeveral 
Goſpels would perfectly correſpond, with 
each other.. 
FRoM ai ſame Collations, we may 
e infer, 
2. Tur St. Maren Goſpel, if 
not originally written in Greet, was yet 
very early tranſlated into that Language; 
and that the preſent Verſion, if we muſt 
needs have it to be a Verſion, is of equal 
authority with the Greet Text of the other 
. Goſpels ; that is, of authority truly divine. 
St. MARK and St. Luxe adopted it as 
ſuch: and what weight can the ſurmiſes 
8 2 of 


* 


84 -OB8xRvaTIONs on Sect. V. 


of ſome credulous Fathers carry in oppoſi» 
tion to their infallible judgment ? | 


Bor it is now time to go on with our 
defign, and examine the contents of the 
remaining Goſpel, v viz. that of St. Jonx. 


SECT. V. 


N ber was the Chriſtian Church 
| eſtabliſhed; but its doctrines were obſcured, 
diebaſed, and corrupted by errors and he- 
reſies of various kinds. The firſt Heretics, 
ho ſet up their on opinions againſt the 
truths delivered to them, aſſumed the ge- 
neral Name of Gnoſtics, i. e. knowing 
Men; and made extraordinary pretenſions 
to ſuperior light and knowledge [xl. This 
falſe ſcience appeared early in the days of 
the Apoſtles; and is probably that of 
which St. Paul ſpeaks, when he warns 
"TimoTHY to avoid profane and vain 
babblings, and Es; of SCIENCE 


7 (1 Adverſantur Traditions, Wees ſe non ſolum Prefby- 
- teris, ſed etiam Apoſtolis exiſientes ſapientiores, finceram 
e Iazx. ha eee 6. % 


+ Wenn ee 
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« falſely ſo called; which ſome profeſſing, 
have erred concerning the Faith [ y].” . 
OF all the heretical notions founded on 
Philoſophy and vain Learning, none made 
x quicker progreſs in the world, or were 
nore injurious to the truths of the Goſpel, 
han thoſe.originally embraced by the Ni- 
lait ams, and afterwards propagated by 
EB1oN and CERINTHUs. Theſe notions, 
therefore, the Governors of the Church 
were obliged in duty to refute and extir- 
pate. They prevailed moſt in Asa [x]. 
And accordingly we find, that the Afar 
Biſhops defired St. Joux, who had been 
the beloved Diſciple of CHRIST, and 
as it were his boſom-friend, to draw up 
a confutation of them [a], that, in com- 
pliance with their requeſt, he wrote his 
Goſpel, in which he endeavoured to ex- 
tirpate t the errors that had been propagated 


[o 1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. [z]Ez1ynan. Hæreſ. 28. [al 
Joanxks - ſcripſit Evangelium, rogatus ab Aſiæ Epiſcopis, 
adverſus CHI TUN alioſque Hæreticos, et maxime tunc 
Ebionĩtarum dogma confurgens, qui aſſerunt Cuk ist un ante 
Mariam non fuiſſe— Hiro TN. Cat. Seript. Eecl. in voce 


Joannes. Vide etiam e autoris Comment. in MaTTH, 
Fan. 


G3 | by. 
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by CERINT Rus, and long before his time 
by the Nicolaitant, a ſect of N who are 
falſely called Gnofttes [6]. Hos 0 
Wx are therefore to conſider his Goſpel, | 
not merely as an hiſtorical narrative, but 
alſd as a polemic tract, deſigned to confute 
the errors of CRRINT Hus, and other He- 
retics 'of the” Nw ſtamp L.. The me- 


bel Hane bdem annuncians To axvre Dom dikipulus, 
yalens per Evangelii annunciationem auferre eum, qui a Ce- 
nix ru inſeminatus erat hominibus, Errorem, et multo 
prius ab his qui dicuntur Nicolaitæ, qui ſunt vulſio ejus quæ 
Killa cognominatur ſeientiæ, &c. Iakx. Lib. iii, c. 11. 
; (<JMr. Laurz (Prolegom. in Joan, ) Dr. Lan baz (Suppl. 
Af Vol. I.) and ſeveral others ſtrenuouſſy contend, that it 
could never be the intention of the Evangeliſt to confute theſe 
Heretics, becauſe they did not appear in the world, till ſome- 
time after the publication of this Goſpel. But it is evident 
from Irzx@vs (Lib, I, c. 3.) that CexinTHUs was cotem- 
porary with St. Joun—and xk Erirhawius (Her. 28.) that 
he began very early. to ſow tares in the Church. The Nico- 
 laitans are mentioned Rev. ii. 6, and 15, Nor is there any room 
to doubt but the Gno/tics corrupted the Chriſtian Faith, almoſt 
_ 188) ſoon as St. Paul, eſtabliſhed it. 1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. And 
as chis was the caſe, it certainly became che concern of che 
- Evangeliſt, ſo to order the ceconomy of his Goſpel, as to 
render it,an antidote. to the fatal poiſon of theſe prevailing 1 He- 
- relies. And, ſince it is unaverſally allowed, that they may all 
he confuted by it, does it not plainly follow, that i it was par- 
ly written with a view to confute them py 


4 + | 


. 
* 
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thod he employed for this purpoſe was, to 
fet forth at large the Diſcourſes of CuRIS 


which diſproved their notions, and to re- 
count the Miracles which confirmed thoſe 


Diſcourſes. And how concluſive this 


method of argumentation was, appears 


from the conduct of his opponents; who 


had no other way of eluding its force, than 
totally rejecting his Goſpel [4]. 

Ix order therefore to underſtand the 
cate and diſpoſition of this Goſpel, we 


muſt firſt examine the tenets of CERIN- 


THUS, in oppoſition to which we PT 
it to have been purpoſely written. 


Now the opinions attributed to CExRIx- 
THUS ate chiefly theſe, 4 


(a The Ebionites, Cerinthians, and other Heretics of the 
like caſt, received only the Goſpel of St. MaTTaew, and 
and that not in its purity, as appears from the following teſti - 
monies. Ebionæi eo ſolo, quod eſt ſecundum MarTazum, - 
Fvangelio utuntur. Ia EN. Lib. i. c. 26. et Lib. ii. c. 11. 
In Evangelio (ſcil. Mar rn.) quo utuntur Nararæi et Ebienite. 
Hixon. Com. Marr R. c. xii. com. 13. Per Naxarenos in- 
telligendi ſunt Hæretici, iſto nomine ſeſe appellantes, de qui- 
bus Epiphanius Hær. 29. agit, qui ut in dogmatibus cum Ebi 
onitis conſpirirynt, ita et uno Evangelio ufi funt. Gras. 
ſpicileg. Patr. ſecul. i. P. 15 2 

Tan G4 H 
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Hs believed. 

1, Tuar the moſt high Gan was entirely 
unknown before theappearance of Cukls r; 
and dwelt in a remote Heaven, called 
Haig With the chief Spirits or ons [e]. 
2. Trar this ſupreme Gop firſt genes 
: rated-an oply-begotten Son, MONODENHE, 
who again begat the Word, AOPOE, My 
was inferior to the Firſt- born [f J. 50 
3. Tuar CuxIs r was a ſtill i Aon, 
tho' far ſuperior to ſome others [el. ? 
4. THAT there were two high Sons, 
diſtinct from Car1sT ; one called ZQH or 
the Life, and the other for the Light lh]. 
g Tn r from the Sons again proceed - 
ed inferior orders of i and particus 


KA adverſus Hzreſes, Lib, i. . Cap, 1 1. in princip, et 
alibi. For what 15 faid there of the Palentinians isequally 
true of he Cerinthians,, oa the lame principles 


fore f em. 
Un 


1 t om quidem eſe hi. | a nen, ' Logan autem — 
Sligm Unigeniti. ; Izen, Lib, il, cap. 11. that Dis zan £2 


oe | Alterum vero de ſuper oribus Cuniorou, Izzn. udj 


bn e ene 
rai ez 120 Eng. Ed. 
5 Arty wn 1; r e e et larly 
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2 4 1 23 1 
* 


gect. V. the Four Gor ETS. 99 


larly one DEMIURGVUs, whio created. this 
viſible Wotld out of eternal matter [ill. 

6. Tuar this DzMIURGUs was igno- 
rant of the ſupreme Gov, and much lower 
than the ons which were wholly inviſi« 
ble [E]. 

7. THAT he was however the Wer 
Gop and Protector of the 1/rae/tes, and 
ſent Moszs to them, whoſe laws and in- 
junctions were to be of poriſhant 2 _ 


rual obligation I/. 


[7] Diniuncus perficiebat fabricationem conditions, i. e. 
creationis, IX EN. Lib. iii. cap. 11. 

ry CexinTaus in Afia, non a primo Dzo factum eſſe 
e dene d 2 virtue quadam valde feparata, et 
diſtante ab ea principalitate quæ eſt ſuper univerſa, et igno- 
rante eum qui eſt ſuper omnia Dun. IaEN. Lib. i. cap. 
25+ & alibi. A virtute aliqua valde deorſum ſubjecta, et ab- 
ſcifla ab eorum communicatione, quæ ſunt inviſibilia et inno- 
Mminabilia. Lib. 1 Lil, cap. 11. 

DI Ex Deo per varias emanationes eſſe angelos wvel ange- 
lumDzmivacun opificem) qui hunc condiderint munadum ; E 
' Quorum numero angelorum fuerit quoque De vs, ille Judzorum, 
qui veterem inſtituit æconomiam. ViT&1NGa apud BYDDEUMy 
Ecel. Apoſt. Cap. v. $ 3. De Cerinthianis equidem talia tra- 
duntur, ex quibus colligas, haud procul eos a pſeudapoſtolorum 
diſtiplina abfuiſſe, quod ſcilicet neceſſitatem legis Moſaicæ 
ſtatuerint, plurimaque Inſtituta Moſaica retinuerint. Bu post 
Eccl. Ap. Cap. iii. $1. Mosnen, Inſtit. Hiſt, Chriſtian, 
Antiq. ſect. i. p. ii. cap. v. 5 16, / 

8. THAT 


DR .. 
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8. Tnar Jbove: was a mere Man, the 
real Son of Jos aan? MART Il. 
39 Tur the on, CuRIS r, deſcended 
upon him in the form of a Dove when he 
was baptized revealed to him the un- 
known Father, and 3 him to 
work Miracles []. un 
1420. TuarT the Fm, Like; nbd into 
Jonnx' the Baptiſt, | in the ſame manner as 
uns entered into Ix sus; and there- 
fore that Jou was, in ſome en to 
be preferred t to our Saviour lol. 


*; 
* 


I [a] Jaw antem ſubjecit 8 non ex he 

;_ (impoſlibile enim hoc ei viſum eſt) fuiſſe autem eum 

ferry: et Manrz filium, fimiliter ac reliqui omnes homines, 

er plus poraiſſe jufticia, et prudentia, et L. p. ab omnibus. 
Inxx. Lib. i. cap. 25. 

"fa Poſt Baptiſmurn deſcendiſſe in eum, ab ea Principalitte 

qu eſt ſuper omnia, Cu x ier vu, figura columbæ, et tunc an- 

n eee Ines, ubi 
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£ [Tent et qui” e Meda ene Wore fare” 
dei mallent, fays Gaorius in Joan. He adds indeed ad 
fabter fug n crutem in order to avoid: the ſhame of the 
« crols 3” which might be the caſe with ſome © and yet others, 
eſpecially thoſe who adopted the maxims and practices of the 
erer, might do it from an opinion of — 
gy. vid. r MANY "SAR: 


tbe? | 101 5 11. Tua 
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N 11. Tur when JIxsus had propagated 
I the knowledge of Go, and came to ſuf- 
fer, CnRISs T left him, and fled. into the 
| Phroma, or upper-moſt Heaven. And ; 
| conſequently that JIxsus only ſuffered, 
whilſt CuRIST, being a ſpiritual Eon, re- 
mained impaſſible [| p]. 
12. THAT JESUS CHRIST ſhould reign 
on Earth for the ſpace of a thouſand years; 
and that his Diſciples ſhould live in carnal 
delights, and all kinds of ſenſual r 


ments [2]. 


- [p] In fine autem revolaſſe iterum Cugzis uu de Jas v, et 
J=suM paſſum eſſe, et reſurrexiſſe: CuzisTuM autem impaſ- 
ſibilem perſeveraſſe, exiſtentem ſpiritalem, Ia EV. Lib. i. c. 
25. et lib, iii. c. 11. p. 217. Ed. Grab. 

[9] Aa oy Kiga, Ind ted 
N Baoiamc 78 Xposð 2 au an — 1 v eradß & E I. any 
Thy cdene mATwouirny Ju Rev. x) ixhedòe UT&0x0 Taiz yeahare 
Ty Ow, 4 iH vMνjLmjLivg Wy yaw de dix , Jie. 
vnde. Sed et CERrNTHUS—offirmans poſt reſurrectionem he 

um CHRISTI in terris futurum, ac rurſus homines - Hieroſolymis 
degentes cupiditatibus et voluptati corporis obnoxios nal. 
que hoſtis ille divinarum ſcripturarum mille annorum ſhatium in 
nuptialibus feftis tranſact um iri qua facilius imperitos homines de- 
cipiat, Evusts. Hiſt, Eccl. Lib. ii. c. 28, Auousrix de 1 
e C. vun. | | | 


SOME 


92 Ovsriivarions % Scat. V. 


Sone of the Corinthian RA denied alſo 
the Reſurrectiom of the Dead Land many 
of them maintained, that I 3 
was not yet riſen * 10 5 

Ir we enter the Goſpel with theſe arti- 
cles, we ſhall ſoon perceive how conducive 
they are to the explanation of it. Not 
only particular paſſages will derive from 
them great light; but the whole will ap- 
peur to be a compleat nn. gular, 1 ys 
and concluſive. Ce. 

Ir may properly be divided into THREE 
=P Firft comprehends the DocTrINes 
to be maintained; which are n to 
thoſe of Cerint bus, i. 1—18. 

Tux Second contains the Proofs of theſe 
Doctrines, delivered in an hiſtorical man- 
net, i. 19-—XXx. 29. 

Tur Third is a Conclufion or Appendix, 


giving. ſome account of the Perſon of the 
Writer, and of the view he had! in penning 
chis Goſpel, xx. 3005 to the end. 


[7] Dvyix's Hiſt, of the Church, vol. Il. Eng. Ed. 12mo. 
p- 41-—Cavz's Lives of the Apoſt. p. 124. St. Jon, Fi. 
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Tux Docrines laid down in the firſt 
Part, as contra - pofitions to the tenets of 
CERINTHUS, may be reduced to the fol- 
lowing heads; where the Eyangeliſt aſſerts 
1. THAT CHRIST. is the Logos or Word 
N 

2. THAT the 1 and — * are 
not diſtin& beings, but one pd the ſame 
PETIORs 1.3 

3. THAT; Cunisr or the {ng is not 
an inferior on, but Cop, i. 1. | 
4. THAT be perfectly knew the ſupreme 
Gop, being n with him in the Ple- 
roma, i. 18. 

5. THAT ho 3 is not to ww diſtinguiſhed 
from the DzmivsGus; for he is the 
Creator of the whole World, i. 3, 10. 
6. TuaT Life and Light are not particu- 
lar and ſeparate Spirits, but the ſame with 
the Logos and CHRIST, i. 4, 79. 17. And 
therefore that CurisT, the Logos, Life, 
Light, the only-begotten, are not diſtinct 
Son, but one and the ſame divine perſon [5]. 


[4] VUnus et idem oſtenditur Logos et Monogenes, er Zoe 
et Phos, et ſoter et Cu RISsTus filius Pei, nne, 
tus 1 Izen, Lib. i. c. i. 5 20. 


7. Tuar 
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5. Tukr no particular on entered into 
Joun the Baptiſt by the name of Light, 
to communicate to him a ſuperior Know- 

ledge of the divine Will, i. 8 but that he 
was à mere man, and, tho inſpired, much 
inferior to Jesvs, being 3 SE] Fore- 
Kinher of him, i. 6, 8, 15. © 7A 
8. Tur the ſupreme Cob was not eti- 
tirely unknown before the time of CRIST; 
for men had received ſuch lights on this 
head, under tlie various diſpenſations thro”. 
which they paſſed, that it was their own 
on if they remained ignorant, i. 9, 10. 
9. TxAT' the Fews were not the pecu- 
ler people of an inferior Gop, ſuch as the 
Dauivkxovs; but of CuRIST TE, 
the only-begotten Son of Go, i. 11. 
10 THar in the fulneſs of time the 
Son of Gop took upon = bauen k nature, 
WWE became Man, i. 14. 
II. Tuar he aboliſhed ths Law of 
1 which was only the ſhadow of 
good things to come, and in its ſtead in- 
troduced the ſubſtance, or the my things | 
| ny oy it, 1, 7. 


Aub 
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Axp laſtly, | at) 

12. Tar the Few 4050 no e Ache 
in this divine perſon, and the privileges 
conferred thro' him, than the Genti/e{fÞ+ 
for whoever believes in him, becomes theres 
by a Child of God, and is entitled by 
that 8 to a 8 W i. 
12, 13. e q 
Tuxer We edel Wai ſettled, the 
Evangeliſt proceeds to the proofs of them; 
which he delivers in the way of Hiſtory, 
as being all expreſſed or plainly implied in 
the Diſcourſes and Trahſactions of our Sa- 
viour. Let us therefore purſue the thread 
of the Hiſtory, in order to diſcover what 
proofs ariſe: from the ſeveral tranſactions 


and ſpeeches of alerts 'Tecorded * this | 


"Evangeliſt. And, 

1. Jonx the Baptiſt himſelf ett to 
the Jewiſb Prieſts, that he is much inferior 
to Jxsus refers his own Diſciples to him, 

* who acknowledge him to be the Mzss IA, 
and are confirmed in this Faith by a Mi- 
racle, i. 19—ii. 1 I, Shs 


1 Oaickx. Philocal. c. i, p. 17. Ed, SyBNCER. 
2. AFTER 
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2. AFTER this Jesvs conducts himſelf 
at. Jertſalem, as the Lord of the Temple, 
i, 12—25.—reveals himſelf to Nico: 
ug, as the only - begotten Son of Gon 
ſhews the deſign of his coming into the 
world—apd the — of believing in 
him, ili. 1— 21. & C 

'Tazn follows a an additional Tefiwagy 
of, Joux the Baptiſt to the ſuperiority of 
Cukier, and the excellency of Nin Of 
nances, iii. 2236. 

Ireus viſits the Sanaritane-=declaces 
8 to be the Cxxis7—and foretells 
abolition. of the Levitical WN . 
Ard. vol os bo "+ 7 
25 Then, by a ſecond Miracle. he demon- 
Hates his divine miſſion in his own coun- 
try, where it was moſt eech, iv. 439" 
_ Aon 13 
As a Hakan —_ of the 1 abrogy- 
tion of the Ceremonial Law, IJxsus works 
a Miracle on the . Sabbath, and vindicates 
his condut—declares himſelf to be the 
Son of God, and exhibits various evidences 
of, his nen v. 47. | 
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Turn, to ſhew that he was the End of 
the Law, he fuübſtitutes himſelf in the 
dom of the Legal Sactifices; and com- 
mands the people, 'who were uſed to feaſt 
on ſome of thofe' Sacrifices, to cut his PIEHÜ¹ 
and drink his Nod. And to convince ther 


that he was ttuly the Bread of Life, he 
miraculouſly feeds above five thouſand of 


| them with five barley loaves, vi. 1 71. 0 


Tur People being Apo by this Mi- 
racle to make him a King, Jxsus diſclaims 
Ml tetnpotal views—urges farther the 
Proofs of His divine miſſion,. and promiſes 


che aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit to m. true 


3 vii. 153. 

HY" detects Hrn lr to be che "_—_ of 
the World-Itepioves the Fews for rejecting 
him—promiſes Immortality to his Follow- 
ers —and ſpeaks of his own exiſtence as 
prior to that of Arabam, vili. 1259. 
N proof of His being the Light of the 
world, he reſtores a blind man to fight— 
atid warns the Jews of that judicial Dar- 


a, under "which they were ſoon to be 


fealed up, "f For e ſo baſely thoſe 
"T2 means 


4 
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means of knowledge that were al 
offered to them, ix. 1-414. | 

_ AFTER this he. repreſents bimſelf as 
the Door of the Sheepfold; and tells the 
Phariſees, who called themſelves the Shep- 
herds of the people, that they « who en- 
« tered not by the door into the Sheepfold, 
« but climbed up ſome other way,” what- 
ever character they might aſſume, were 
in reality no better than thieves and rob- 
bers. - A reflexion which the Chriſtians of 
thoſe days could hardly avoid applying to 
CERINTHUS and other Herefiarchs. Then 
follows a deſcription of a good Shepherd 
and an Hireling, which may be looked up- 
on as a kind of teſt, whereby to judge of 
the different conduct of ane * 
Heretics, &c. x. 1-42. 

Jesus performs a ſignal Miracle in n the 
preſence of a large number of people ; ; 
which was attended with this peculiar cir- 
cumſtance, — that it was wrought after an 
expreſs inyocation of Gop, that he would 
apply it to the confirmation of what our 

Saviour had taught, xi. 144. Obſerve 
particularly ver. 41, K. ; 
| Turn 
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Tur follows a brief account of the 
different effects which this Miracle pro- 
duced on the minds of the Jews: ſo dif- 
ferent, that though it won upon many of 
the People, it exaſperated moſt of the 
Priefs, xi. 45—57. xii. 1— II. 
nns r rides in triumph to Yeruſalem, 
and is ' proclaimed King of Iſrael. The 
Greeks," who may be conſidered as the firſt- 
fruits of the Gentiles, apply to him, and 
are admitted. He addreſſes them in terms 
ſuitable to the occaſion and his Doctrine 
is om rm by a Voice: young Heaven, X11. 


12306. 


Sou Warte He now given, that 
the Gentiles were to be admitted into the 


Chriſtian Church, Jrsus inſtitutes the 
N of Hoſpitality [u], and delivers to 


H 2 his 


5 fs) Waſhing the Feet was commonly, in the Eaftern coun- 


tries, the firſt kindneſs ſhewn to a Traveller, who was to be 
hoſpitably received: Gen. xviii. 4. xix. 2. xliii. 24. whence 


it came to be uſed for hoſpitality in general, 1 Tim. v. 10. 
When our Saviour therefore waſhed the feet of his Diſciples, 
and taught them to condeſcend in like manner to their inferi- 
ors, it amounted to the ſame thing, as if he had inſtituted and 
eſtabliſhed the law of hoſpitality among all his future Follow - 


ers. 


too .OnstxvATIONSs n Sec. V. 
his Diſciples a nc Commandment, that 


they ſhould love one another as Brethren, 
without diſtinction, and as N oa = 
the fame Church, xiii. 1—35. [4 

Tux he informs them, in ae Dil. 
courſe, that a perpetval and intimate union 
with him, their Head, is indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation and that, after his 
departure, he would fend down the Holy 
Spirit, who ſhould guide them into all 
truth, and enable them to fulfil his com- 
mandments, XIV. I=—15. xvi. 33. 

. AFTER this, Je8us ee A" his 
* Hilciples, &c. to the Father, in apathetic 
and memorable Prayer; and at the ſame time 

teſtifies, that none of his Apoſtles was loſt, 
but jup As IscartoT, xvii. 1—26. As 
this Prayer was favourably heard, and the 
Apoſtles were afterwards endowed with 
extraordinary powers, it afforded an argu- 


ers. ee e cen of this Law, and not 
Perſons who live in the ſame Community, it was indeed, in the 
ſtricteſt ſenſe, a new Commandment to them, who thought it 
their Duty to avoid thoſe of another nation,” Acts x. 28. 
See MichARL iss Introd. Lect. $ ciii. p. 254; to whom I am 
indebted rr * 2 grad 1 | 


ae, 


ment 
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ment, againſt CRRINTHVUS, of the divine 
Authority of the Doctrines they taught. 
Tun follows a particular account of 
our Saviour's ; Paſſion, adapted to prove 
that he did not die as a mere Man, xviii. 1. 
xix. 4. 

Axp alſo of his Reſurre&ion, in a oppor 
Stan: to thoſe, who denied that he was 
riſen, xx. 1-29. 

Tux it part of the Appendix contains 
a declaration of the end which the Evan- 
geliſt had in view, when he penned this 
account: namely, that his Readers might 
be convinced. thereby, that Jesvs is 
„the CyR1$T, the Son of Gop“ ; - and 
conſequently that the notions and tenets of 
CERINTHUS were altogether falſe and he- 
xetical,.. 

Tux ſecond part relates to himſelf, and 
Ho to have been added as a confutation 
of the opinion, which ſome entertained, 
that St. Jon was not to die. An opinion 


that might have weakened his authority, 
had he ſuffered it to paſs unrefuted. 


Ch. . 1 [as] ch. xxi. 23. 
H 3 Tur * 
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Tur only thing that remains is to ſettle 
the Date of this Ooſpel, which, according 
to the unanimbus ſuffrage of the Ancients, 
was Written the laſt of all the Four: — tho 
at what time cannot be determined from 
their ſtrangely various and contradictory 
Accounts. Let us therefore conſult the 
GSoſpel itſelf,” and ſee what information 
may be collected from thence. 

Now the Goſpel Sees one or two 
particulars, which plainly intimate that 
it was not written till after the Death of 
St. PzTER. Por had he been then living, 
St; Joux would have undoubtedly ſuppreſ- 
ſed his name, as the other Evangeliſts had 
done, in the account of his aſſault on the 
High Prieſt's ſervant, for fear of expoſing 
him to the reſentment of the Jews. But he 
inſerts it at full length“ SIMON PETER 
« drew a ſword”, Kc. [y]: And this in- 
ſertion of it is a ane poor N 
he was now dead. 

Bor there is no neceſſity that we Qould 
reſt this point here. The ſame thing may 


[LI Ch. aviii. 10, 24. 
be 


” 
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be' inferred from the following Paſſage. 

% When thou waſt young,” ſays our 
Saviour to PETER, © thou girddedſt 
« thyſelf, and walkedſt whither thou 
«©wouldeſt ; but when thou ſhalt be old, 

thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy hands, — 
« another ſhall gird thee, and carry thee 
<©whither thou wouldeſt not, This,” 

St. JohN remarks, our Saviour ſpake, 
«ſignifying by what death”—viz. Cruci- 
xion “ he ſhould glorify Gop [z].“ An 
interpretation he would have hardly affixed 
to ſuch ambiguous words, had it not been 
already aſcertained by the completion of 


the Prophecy. 
Ix theſe Arguments be of any weight, 


then it follows, 

Tur St. Join did not write his Goſ- 
pel before the year /ixfy-eight : for in that 
year, we are told, St. PETER was mar- 
tyredat Rome [a];—and therefore, 


| [x] Ch. xxi. 18, 19. Compare this with Ch. xii. 33. 
1 e 32. 


(4) Evsxs. Hiſt, Feel. Lib. ii. c. 25, Lacan. de 
Mort. Perſecut. c. 2. 


H 4 | THAT 
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5200 b + Hes . date * it 3 9 
| & De CNET of Feruſalew [4]. ſeem to 
Place it ich too late. For the Evange- 
10 himſelf {peaks of that city as ſtill ſub- 
Gifting (EET129% hn , Legies) ch. v. 2. 
[5], at the time he wrote. But Jeru- 
felem, we know, was taken and deſtroyed 
in the Vear Lxx: and, by that \ circum» 
ſtance, in conjunction with the foregoing 
_ xemarks, we are neceſſarily confined to the 
Year of our Lord Lx1x, the very year ſpe- 
cified by Niexrhokus, as the moſt likely 
time for the publication of this Goſpel. 
Ix it be ſuppoſed, that the true reading 
in this; Place, is either Ev, 228 tp 
the Camplutenſſian Edition —or H, 
cording to the Syriac Verſion, and ſome of 
the Fathers ;—or elſe, that the Evangeliſt 
S750 Tzxv, Lib. iii. c. 1. Erirnax. Hareſ. 11. Cunx- 


s0sT. Serm. de S. Joan, Apoſt. Tom. vi. Ed. Lut. Pariſ. 
an. 1624. Mit? Prolegom. Ne. iB. p. 604. 


le] See Wuirux on the Place. Basxac. An xcvIL. No. 
14. Laur. Proleg. in Joa x. Lib. ii. c. ii. No. 11. 


made 
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made-uſe of the preſent inftead of the præ- 
ter tenſe [d ], in order the better to enli- 
ven the ſcene, and engage the attention of 
his Reader; then, indeed, for any thing 
that appears to the contrary in the Text, 
we may bring the date as low as we 
pleaſe. But this would be, in one caſe, 
preſumptuouſly to deſpiſe; the authority 
ſeripts; and, in the other, to alter with- 
out reaſon the plain ſenſe and meaning of 
the Hiſtorian. We muſt therefore adhere 
to the foregoing concluſion, and join with 
m_ Gators; he aſcribe to this Goſpel 

Tas alc den n marks, 
we may now fix upon with the greater 
confidence, as it appears to be confirmed 
by a happy acceſſion of external proofs. If 
the two Epiſtles of St. CLEM ENT, pub- 
liſhed by WE TSTEIN at the end of his New 
Teſtament, be genuine, (and he has pro- 
duced very ſtrong Arguments ſe] to prove 


I] Jon xs on the Canon of the New Teſtament, Vol. iii. 
WW 
(e] Prolegom, ad duas TR Sti N.. Romani, p. 


Ik 
| them 
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them ſuch) then it is evident from the 
_ expreſs quotations [/] contained in them, 
that St. Joux penned his Goſpel, not only 
before the Death of that apoſtolical Bithop 
but even before his Abdication.” For cheſs 
Epiſtles bear the nature of Bpiſcopa/ charp 
ez, and and are particularly addreſſed 8 
' the Teachers of Religion; which mani- 
Feftly implies, that St. CLEMENT preſided 
ober the ſee of Rome at the time he wrote 
them. But he quitted that ſee, according 
to the computation of the moſt approved 
_Chronologers, about the Year LXXXIII. 
From whence it follows, that the Goſpel, 
ſo often quoted by him, muſt neceſſarily 
have been extant before that time. 
We have now ſeen at what times, and 
with what views, the Goſpels were writ- 
ten: And if we attend a little to the views 
and intentions the Writers had, we may 
eaſily * gg Rz for aan 
Number. | 
St. Mirwew wrote his Coſpel for 
be uſe of the Churches in Palyſtine, then 


ER. 50,8, 13, Ef- %%% 
compoſed 


J.. IT Q © >. ee 
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eompoſed of Jewiſb Converts, and adapt- 
ed ĩt to the condition of the times, and 
the nature of their circumſtances.. 
. Wren, the Gentiles were admitted into 
the Chriſtian : Church, St. Lutz, as the 


exigences of their ſtate required, ſtrength- 


ened their faith by another Goſpel, accom- 
modated to their ſpecial uſe. bs 
Ap when the invidious diſtinction 6 


_ '- tween Fews and Gentiles had well nigh 


ceaſed, St. Max k, wiſely rejecting the 
many peculiarities of theſe two Goſpels, 
compacted a third out of their moſt im- 
portant Contents, for the benefit and in- 
ſtruction of Chriſtians at large. 

Ap afterwards, when the Church was 
infeſted by Hereticks, St. Joux undertook 
to confute their errors from the Life and 


Converſation of CuRISH : which produc- 


ed the laſt of theſe Goſpels; and afforded 
the Author an excellent opportunity of re- 
lating ſeveral remarkable things which had 
been beſore omitted by his Predeceſſors. 


Theſe, in all probability, were the reaſons 


Which induces the Evangeliſts to write— 
And 


WI 
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And hence it is that we have Four Goſ- 
pels: all of them compoſed, as Euskzlus 
obſerves I gl / on'pecial and urgent occafions. 
Nov, theſe Goſpels are by no means to 
be looked upon as ſo many detached: pieces; 
compoſed by perſons totally ignorant of 
ech other's Intention; but rather as one 
complete, entire ſyſtem of Divinity, ſup- 
ported by the ſtrongeſt proofs that the 
ſubject is capable of, and defended againſt 
all che objections which either Jeu or 
 Griitiles, or even its more dangerous heres 
titel Profeſſors, could make to the truth 
and certainty of it: If we read them in 
the order theyare here placed, we ſhall find 
them improving one upon another, and yet 
all conſpiring to the ſame end to a per- 
' fe& repreſentation of revealed Religion. 
Each of the Authors conſulted the Wri- 
tings of his Predeceſſors; and either by 
addition of facts. explanation of terms 
or confirmation of doctrine, contributed 
vgs to the py 777 ſtock and the 


* 1 Vine 4 

[el 08) indualeys int ag e. 3 An 

guidem nana quadam ad ſeribendum impulps fuiſſe perhibent. 
Hiſt. Ecel. I. iii. c. 24. 

4 general 
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general inſtruction of Chriſtians [5}. They 
likewiſe quoted each others words, and 
thereby recommended each others Hiſto- 
ries. A circumſtance of great advantage, 
whatever ſome may think of it, to the 


' ſervice of the Chriſtian cauſe, For by this 


means they became not only mutual Vouch- 
ers for the truth of theſe genuine Goſpels, 


but at the fame time joint-Oppoſers of all 


thoſe ſpurious ones, that were impiouſly 
obtruded on the world. 

Ir is well known, that the firſt Con- 
verts to Chriſtianity, defirous of preſerving 
the remembrance of the things tranſacted 
by our Saviour, collected together all the 
reports they could hear concerning him, 
and digeſted them into Hiſtories, which 
they called Gos pEILS. Among theſe there 
were TWO of principal Note - the one 
ſtiled the Goſpel according to the He- 
« brewws;''=—and the other „according to the 
« Egyptians” [i]. Both theſe Goſpels ap- 


[QI] Vide Caxys0sT, Hom, prim. in Marr. ſub initio. 

LI TazopyrLact. Pref. Com. in Luc, MiLL. Prolegom. 
No, 38. Ortcex. in Proem. Luck. Hizsosxu Com. 
in Mar TH. Procem, 
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pear, by the fragments till extint [4], to 

have been full fraught with ridiculous ſto- 
ries imperfect relations and falſe doc- 


trines; and yet pretended to the moſt ſa- 
cred authority, as being compiled from 


accounts, delivered by thoſe who were 


Bye Witneſſes and Miniſters of the 
Word [/]”. Accordingly, they were held 


in the higheſt veneration among theſe Peo- 


ple to whom they are aſcribed [n]: and 
Heretics of various denominations ſoon be- 
gan to appeal to them; as they did indeed 
to other monuments of the like kind, 
which pray taker ng Doctrines 


1 


f 150 Hi rh | F325 77 
In this u of dts 1 10 many 


Goſpels appeared in the World, all claim- 


ing an equal authority, how were the true 


ones to be diſtinguiſhed from the falſe? 


Will you ſay that the abſurdities contained 
in ſome of them, were alone — to 


TH Gran. l Pace Tom. [. OI 1. p- 204 31. et 
P. 35737 · | 
77 Luke i. 2. Tarorurt. in locum. | 
la] Evses. Hiſt. Ecel. Lib. lil. c. 25. Lib, i li. c. 17, 
Mitt. Prolegom. Ns. 38--52, © 
55 (#] Mirr. Prolegom. No. 53. | 
5.34 we » over- 
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oyerthrow their credit? with judicious men 
indeed they might. But what if the gene- 
rality took things upon truſt, and ſeldom 
or never exerciſed their judgment? and 
yet if this was not the caſe, it is hard to 
conceive, how ſeveral articles could gain 
belief, which, nevertheleſs, paſſed current 
among the primitive Chriſtians. 
Ste then there was but little likeli- 
\ hood that they ſhould diſtinguiſh and de- 
þ termine rightly for themſelves, it was in- 
umbent on the Evangeliſts to do it for 
tem: and they did it indeed effectually. 
For they apprized the world, that there 
were many ſpurious Goſpels abroad: But, 
as they deemed them worthy of no regard, 
ſo they wiſely took no farther notice of 
them. The true ones however they care- 
fully directed their Diſciples to, and re- 
commended them to their peruſal in a 
peculiar manger. St. Luxe, by his quo- 
tations, refer his Readers to the Goſpel 
of St. Mar THEWw. St. Marx, by the 
fame method, referred again both to St. 
Marrurw's and St. Lukz's. Theſe 
„ Now Ra three 
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three Goſpels were approved by St. Jonn - 


ah, and appointed to be read in the Chureh-' 


e And afterwards, when he wrote his 
own, it was uſhered into the world with 
the knowledge, approbation, and — 


teſtimony ¶ p] of all the Afatic Biſhops. 


Tuvus the true Goſpels were not only 
diſtinguiſhed from the falſe, but the prior- 


ones continually received additional light, 
ſtrength, and confirmation from thoſe that 
followed; till at length the whole Evan- 
gelical Hiſtory was finally clo ſed, and the 
Evangelical Canon eſtabliſhed upon the 


firmeſt ground, by the moſt venerable 


authority [2]. For it is evident that St. 


3 Joux - actually, cloſed the Hiſtory of 
'CuRI$T,, when he added his own to the 


Three other Goſpels. And leſt Chriſtians 
tbouly be deceived by vain PO rity 4 


[7] Tor . TpWay (edel d. tis waryras 355 3 


i ar (Clean) Nad. oft vn. vwdik ada 22 pael/, a A 
| brit Empa ef alla. Prodati jam in — ipfuuſyue ad 


Joannt notitiam ſipradictis tribus Ewangeliias approbaviſſ ca 


JoANNES ef veritatem ſcriptorum ſuo ere confirmaſſe | + diciturs 
Eüsk ö. Hiſt. Excl. Lib. in. c. 24. = 


(e Vid. Gao. Annot. ad Joan. xxi. 24. et xx; 30. 


_ Vide MIL II Prolegom. Numb. 193, 194. 


perfect 
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perfect accounts than what are here to be 
met with, he wiſely guarded them from 
receiving any other Goſpels, even tho' they 


ſhould chance to contain ſome real Facts, 


not mentioned by him, or his brother Evan- 


geliſts. There are many other things, 
« ſays he, which Jesvus did; the which if 
« they ſhould be written every one, I ſup- 
te poſe that even the World itſelf could not 
t contain the Books that would be written 


4 []: that is, there would be no end of 


writing. But tho' © there are many other 
« Things that Iss did in the preſence of 
« his Diſciples, which are not written 
&« in this Book” of the four Evangeliſts, 
which is here compleated ; yet theſe 
things that are now written are ſufficient to 
anſwer the Purpoſe intended—viz. “ that 
« you might ſee reaſon to believe that Je- 
« $Us$ is the CuRIsT, the Son of Gop, 
« and that, believing, you might have 
« Life thro' his Name [s]“. 
"THEREFORE look no farther, 


[7] Ch. xxi. 25. 
L] Ch. xx. 30, 31. 


1 Tat 


Tuts Rule the Apoftolical Fathers reli- 
giouſly obſerved, For they always refer 
to the genuine Goſpels, and never, that I 
know of, to apocrypbal or ſpurious ones, 


P; 


A SCHEME of the Times, Places, and 


Occaſions of writing the Gos p ELS, ac- 
cording to the foregoing Account. 


GOSPELS. PLACE, A.D. 


St, MATTHEW's, Feruſalem, abt, xxxv111, 
For the uſe of the Few Converts. 


St. Luxkx's, Corinth, about L111. 
For the uſe of the Gentile Converts. 


St. MARK's, Rome, about Lx111, 
For the uſe of Chriſtian: at large. 


St. Jonx's, Epheſus, about XIX. 
To confute the Cerintbian and other Here- 
ſes. 
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